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LETTER I. 


St. John's, Antigua, 
* 15. 1786. 


Dran Sia, — 

Arrived here on the 6th inen after 
a tedious paſſage. of fiſty- eight days, 
from the Downs. On the 23d of March 
we had a heavy gale of wind from the 
S. W. which obliged us to put into 
Torbay; but the wind getting to the 
northward, we weighed anchor, and put 
to ſea,” with a fine breeze, which wafted 
us acroſs the rolling waves of the Bay 
o Biſoay with more ſatisfaction. than 
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1 
was s naturally to be expected. On che 
2d of April, in latitude 39. 14. North, 
and longitude 17. 11. Welt, we expe- 
rienced a ſtorm, with lightning, which 
laſted (with very little intermiſſion) for 
four days, and the rude contention of 
the elements ſeemed to threaten our 
bark with inevitable deſtruction. The 
captam was about to put in at Liſbon, 
when the ſea abated its terrors, to the 
great joy of the paſſengers, and the 
relief of the ſeamen, who were nearly 
tired out with the fatigue they had un- 
dergone ; and that ocean, whoſe waters 
were before running to a terrific height, 
became in the ſpace of ſix hours as 
On the fable of s min i 


0 Nioing material hanna; afer this 
during the paſſage, and we amuſed 


_ ourſelves, as well as we could, with 


Sa - 
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4 and fiſhing. On the goth of 
- April,, when in the latitude of this 
iſland, ſeveral ſharks were diſcovered 
following the ſhip, all hands that 
could be ſpared were immediately. 
buſied, and hooks - were thrown out 
baited with large pieces of falt beef or 
pork, and the granes rigged in order 
to ſtrike, as ſoon as they had gorged the 
bait, Our endeavours proved effectual, 
and we brought one of thoſe voracious 
creatures of the deep upon deck. As 
ſoon as it was hoiſted in, the carpenter 
with an axe ſtruck off its tail, which 
was afterwards nailed to the foremaſt. 
This monſter meaſured twenty-two feet 
in length; and its ravenous Jaws con- 
tained four rows of teeth. The fleſh was 
thrown into the ſea, and, as we ſup- 
poſed, ſwallowed by its late COMPANIONS, 
as we ſaw no more of them. 
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Me allo caught two dolphins, This 
fiſh is the moſt beautiful of the watery 


creation, conſequently as much unlike 
wut is commonly repreſented by pain- 
= ters, as it is poſſible to conceive. In 


the water it appears in all the livelieſt 
tints of green; and when dying dif- 
plays the various colours of the rain- 
bow, intermixed with ſpots of azure. 


The laſt which our people took weighed 


only eight pounds, and was exceeding 
good eating, (at ſea) ſimilar to cod, but 
drier. 


We ſaw great numbers of flying fiſh. 
One of chem, about the ſize of a ſmall 


whiting, was found in the mizen chains; 
each Ving was near ſix inches long, 
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As we cloſed in with the iſlands, we 
ſaw great quantities of gulf weed float- 
ing: this, I was informed, was a certain 
indication of land being at no very great 


diſtance, 4.1 


1 had almoſt forgot to obſerve, that 
on paſſing the tropic of Cancer, the old 
. cuſtom of ducking and ſhaving ſuch as 

have not before croſſed it, was per- 
formed by the ſeamen with ſome hu- 
mour on one man and two boys. -The 


paſſengers wayed the ceremony by a 
liquor fine. 


| We made the iſland on the gth, at 
midnight. The joyful ſound of land! 
land! reverberating from, the ſtem to 
the ſtern, rouſed every one from their 
ſlumbers; and the faint light of the 
moon, which was nearly ſetting, ſerved _ 
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to heighten the awful, yet pleaſing 
gloom with which night had clad the 
Len hills. 


1 d about ten o clock in the 

morning, and was all aſtoniſhment, 

2 Pr what 1 have 8558 ſeeing what 
A. 1 er.. 


e B. and E. B. d wy 
arrival affure them of * 


I remain, &c. &c. 


Tom 


St. John's, Antigua, 
May 31, 1786, 


DAR SIR, 


HE heat of this country is exceed- 
ingly great, but having come into 
it gradually, it does not yet ſeem to 
take any diſagreeable effect on me; and 
as I could bear heat in Europe with 
better temper than cold, I am in hopes 
a vertical ſun will not in any great 
degree incommode me. The moſketos 
are troubleſome, but I defend. my legs 
(which is the part theſe inſects princi- | 
| nnn 5514 
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I have taken a houſe in the beſt 
ſituation this town affords, from whence 
I purpoſe, agreeable to your particular 

requeſt, (when I bade adieu to the 
place of my nativity, and to my much 
eſteemed friends) to communicate what- 
ever I ſhould from time to time per- 
ſonally obſerve, or collect from perſons 


pf veracity, relative to this country, and 


alſo the manners and cuſtoms of the 
W as all den as whites. | 


'T like my dela 52 am wel pleased 
with the proſpect before me; a chain of 

hills, at about four miles diſtant, ſome 
of Which are beautifully romantic, 
others richly clothed with the luxuriant 
verdure of the ſugar- cane to their very 
ſummits. This pleaſing aſſemblage of 
hills, called by the inhabitants Sheker- f 
ley's Mountains, ranging as far as the 
14 „ "L eye 


Te _- 
eye can reach, affords à view moſt 


charmingly pictureſque, and which can- 
not be ſeen without rapture and delight. 


For the hire of this rus in ure 1 
have agreed to pay eighty-five pounds 
per year, this currency, equal to ãbout 
fifty pounds ſterling: it is money 
enough for a palace of timber, where 
you can ſee every beam and ſcantling ; 
but it is new, and therefore, probably, 
free from vermin. I have hired a 
negro man-ſervant, for whoſe ſervices I 
am to pay his owner half a Joannes 
(cighteen ſhillings ſterling) per month 
and alſo a mulatto woman cook and} - 
waſher, for whom I am to 8 
dollars per month. I have bought ome 
furniture, in addition to that I brought 
out with me from Londiam, and com- 
menced 
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1 to J 
menced houſekeeper three days 80 in 
this land of ſlaves. 


The plants came on I have 
preſented them to a gentleman, whoſe 
garden is the firſt in the iſland, and who 
received them with many thanks. I 
was preſent when they were put in the 
ground, and hope to give you (on 
ſome future day) an account of their 
well e | L454: | 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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St. John's, Antigua, 
June 18, 1786. 


Dea SIR, 


Write this from the platform of my 
Indian villa, where I generally paſs 
away the hour from fix till ſeven every 


morning, reading, writing, or walking, 


being the moſt pleaſane| time throygh- 


out the day. The heat begins to come 
on by nine o'clock ; the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit is frequently by that time 
as high as ninety degrees, and continues 
riſing until between one and two, at 
which time the mercury ſtands from 

B 6 93 


lu 1 
93 to 96: I haye been told chat it has 
been at 102 within doors. I am alſo in- 
formed that in the cooleſt ſeaſon it never 
falls. below 74. From theſe premiſes 
I think. the medium heat of this climate 


may with tolerable exactneſs be put 
| own from 8 b to 90. 


The breeze which nature has ſo 
wiſely ordered to counteract, in ſome 
raeafure, this extraordinary heat, and 
without which it would be impoſſible to 
live here, ſprings up by. eight in the 
morning, and continues until ſun- ſet, 
gensrally blowing freſh during that 
Tame notwithſtanding, if a man walks 
but half a mile in the fun, it cauſes ſuch 
copious perſpiration, that it is neceſſary 
at his return r * . 
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The evening, bean moon- 
light 


337 
light, are enchanting beyond deſeription, 
but exceedingly dangerous, on account 
of the dews, which are conſiderably 
greater and more humid than thoſe of 


England; and Europeans, enticed from 
their houſes by the uncommon bril-. 
liancy of Cynthia, frequently become 
victims to theſe pernicious damps, _ 
proving in this, as in many other in- 
ſtances, that beauty and danger are but 
too 1 united. 


1 dined at the Court-houſe, on he 
4th inſtant, with the Governor, Council, 
and Aſſembly; the dinner and wines 


good, the company convivial. In the 
evening was a ball. The creole ladies 
are lively dancers, and the heat of the 
clime does not in the leaſt prevent them 
from engaging even to an extreme in 
this their favourite amuſement, It was 

; rwo 


L 14 J | 
two o'clock before 1 got home, well 
_ fatisfied with having ſpent ſeveral hours 

both cheerfully and agreeably, ff 


I am not a little troubled with what is 
here called prickly heat, a kind of raſh 
which covers the greateſt part of the 
body, itches intollerable, but Is wks to 
be favorable to health. 


I Gall tax my ndvſtry for the ſub- 
ſequent month, ſo as to be able to give 


you ſome further account of this country | 
by me next n ron wu, | 


I remain, &c, &c. 


LET- 


915 1 
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LETTER IV. 


To ——. 


St. John's, Antigua, 
July 14, 1786. 

Dax Six, 
HIS iſland is eighteen miles long, 
fourteen broad, between ſixty and 
ſeventy in circumference, and contains 
upwards of ſixty- nine thouſand acres, 
being equal to one hundred and eight 
_ ſquare miles. The fouth fide is moun- 
tainous, and its ſhores are nearly bounded 
by rocks. The inhabitants, from the 
moſt accurate calculation, amount to 
about fifty thouſand perſons ; forty-five 
thouſand, outof that number, are blacks, 
mulat- 
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mulattoes, and meſtees. The produce, 
from the beſt information, averages 
fourteen thouſand hagſheads of ſugar, 
and from ſeven to eight thouſand pun- 
checons of rum annually; any other ar- 
ticles, the growth of this country, if 
ſpoken of in a commercial light, are 
very trifling. Its capital, St. John's, 
is in latituds 17. 2. North, longitude 62. 
3. Welt from St. Paul's, London. 
vie. St. John, St. Peter, St. Philip, St. 
Mary, St. Paul, and St. George; and 
ſubdivied into fiſtieen diviſions, namely, 
St. John, Popels-head, Dickenſon's Bay, 
New, Old North Sound, New North 
Sound, Bermudian Valley, Belfaſt, Mer- 
cer's Creek, Willoughby: Bay, Five 
Iflands, Qld Road, Nonſuch, Ren- 
dezvous Bay, and Falmouth ; A of 
„cin which 
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which ſend one or more members to 
the Aſſembly; and the town of St. 
John appoints four repreſentatives to 
that body. The Council, conſiſt- 
ing of ſixteen members (which ſerves as 
an upper houſe) are appointed by the 
Governor, and approved by the King; 
the ſenior Counſellor is ſtiled Preſident, 
and acts as Governor during the abſence 
of the Commander in Chief, The pre- 
ſent Governor of the Leeward Caribbee 
Iflands is Sir Thomas Shirley, Bart. a 
Major General in the army. Here i 
a Court of Chancery and a Court of 


vice Admiralty, at both of which the. 


Governor, for the time being, preſides ; 
a Court of King's Bench and Grand 
Seſſions, at which the Preſident pre- 
fides; and a Court of Common Pleas, 
and a Court of Exchequer : the Judges 
of which are not lawyers, butplanters, 
wha 


[33 
who are frequently dictated to and even 
directed by the Barriſters, particularly 
when any cauſe which requires legal 
knowledge is in queſtion, thereby 
giving up their honeſt opinions to the 
chicanery and artifice of an mſolent and 
overbearing pleader. That this has 
been done in theſe Courts I have from 
an authority which I cannot doubt the 
veracity of, The place of Chief Judge 
at this time vacant, is, I hear, ſolicited 
| for by a gentleman now in England, 
who has been for ſome years at the bar 
in this country; if he ſhould ſucceed, 
probably this brow-beating ſyſtem will 
be laid aſide: Arrogance and impu- 
dence muſt then give place to ſterling 
ſenſe and real legal knowledge, too long 
| obſcured by power, inſolenee, and du- 
| Py ty. 
Our 
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Our military eſtabliſnment conſiſts of 
a militia troop of carbineers, a blue 
regiment of foot, a red ditto, an inde- 
pendent company, and a regiment of 
artillery, which are drawn out every 
fourth Saturday and exerciſed. To this 
force may be added a regiment, or the 
greateſt part of a regiment, of regular 
troops. 


For the firſt time in my life J felt 
a ſmart ſhock of an earthquake, about 
| fix o'clock in the evening of the 3d 
inſtant: I learn theſe viſitations are very 
frequent here. 


1 remain, Kc. &c. 
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St. John's Antigua, 


Aug. 1, 2786 
Dax Sin, 
ls town is about three quarters 


of a mile long, half a mile broad, 

and contains nearly eighteen hundred 
houſes and huts, built - principally of 
wood ; which for the moſt part are low, 

on account of the hurricanes and earth- 
quakes, convulſions which viſit this part of 
the torrid zone, frequently and too, often 
fataly. The ſtreets are ſpacious, but un- 
paved, nor is there the leaſt care taken to 

hy - 9% keep 
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keep them clean; the priekly pear buſh 
and other ſhrubs are ſuffered to grow 
therein, to the annoyance of the- paſ- 
ſenger, the ſecreting of every ſpecies of 
filth and naſtineſs ; and, to the great in- 
creaſe of vermin, inſects, and reptiles, 
with which this place abounds, 


The church is a handſomeedifice of brick 
and ſtone, dedicated to St. John; the 
church-yard is incloſed by a brick wall, 
and the Baptiſt and Evangeliſt, two well 
executed figures in Portland ſtone, are 
placed on pillars at the ſouth entrance. 
In this town are allo Moravian and 
Methodiſt meeting-houſes. 


The Court-houſe, ſituated nearly in 
the center of the town, is built of ſtone 
brought from Pelican Iſland, about nine 
miles diſtant, whic h is a good material 


1 22 ] 13 
{milar to that of Portland. This build- 
ing is eſteemed the beſt in the Britiſh 

Weſt - Indies; here the Courts of 

Juſtice are held, the Council and Aſ- 
ſembly meet, and the public dinners and 
balls are kept. 


The jail is a ſtone building, near the 
Court-houſe, its inmates are princi- 
pally run-away negroes and mulattoes, - 
and a few white debtors, ſome of the 
latter deſcription live within its walls in 
luxurious ſtyle, to the manifeſt injury of 
their creditors 


The Cuſtom-houſe is a good building, 
| near the bettom of St. Mary's Street, 
= and the fees exacted there are enormous. 


- The New Barracks and Military- 
TO ſituated: to the eaſtward of the 


town, 


| „„ 

town, are ſpacious and healthy, and 
allowed to be the moſt complete in the 
Hands. There is allo a barrack on 
Rat Iſland, in St. John's Harbour, but 
it has been ſuffered to go to ruin and 1s 
now out of uſe. 


A conſiderable part of this town was 
deſtroyed by fire, on the 17th of Auguſt, 
1769, and again ſuffered ſeverely by 
that dreadful element, on the 1oth of 


April, 1782, from which it has not re- 
covered its former appearance; many 
parts, even in the very center of 
buſineſs, remaining in ruins, The 
great cauſe of this calamity being ſo 
_ extenſive in its effects here, is owing to 
the covering the tops of the houſes with 
ſhingles (ſmall pieces of wood nearly 
in the ſhape, and made to anſwer the 
purpoſe of tiles), which, when dried by 

the 
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the ſcorching rays of a tropical ſun, 
become touchwood, and a ſpark is 
ſufficient to ſet the whole town in a 


- flame, 


* 


1 remain, &c. &c. 
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LI. 
To a 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Sept. 3, 1786. 


Dear Sin, 


AIN T John's Harbour is large, 
and its entrance defended by Fort 
James on the north, and by Goat- 
hill Fort on the ſouth, but its beſt ſe- 
curity is the Bar, a ſhoal ſo called, ex- 
tending almoſt acroſs it, from Hog 
John Bay, to Fort James: the depth of 
water on this ſhelve is from eight to 
fourteen feet. This harbour undoubt- 
edly ranks amongſt the fiſt in the W eft- 
Indies, but it is choaking very faſt, 
C and 
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and, unleſs effectual meaſures are ſoon 
taken for deepening it, veſſels of 
three hundred tons burthen, muſt, in a 
few years, diſcharge and take in their 
cargoes at the diſtance of between two 
and three miles from the wharfs. At 
this port nine tenths of the whole ſhip- 
ping buſineſs of the iſland is done. 


Pokaact a ſmall town, confifting | 
of one principal ſtreet, with a few out- 
lets, is ſituated about five miles eaſt of St. 
John's, and has a wooden church, dedi- 

. cated to St. Peter: alſo a cuſtom-houſe, 
but although the harbour is good, the 
- ſhipping buſineſs done here is inconſider- 
able. The few veſſels that come to this 
port are principally from Briſtol. To the 
ſouthward of this town is a hill or tumuli, 
which appears to have been a work 'of 
OY the burying place of ſome 
of 


(9 1 
of the aborigine Indian heroes; its form 
is a long ſquare, very regular in all its 
parts, leſſening gradually from its baſe to 
the top, which is flat, and may be from 
five to ſix hundred feet long, and from 
forty to fifty feet high. | 


Falmouth, a fmall town, about nine 
mules ſouth eaſt of St. John's ; in war 
time becomes populous from its vicinity to 
Engliſh Harbour, but in time of peace 
it is almoſt deſerted. It has a wooden 
church dedicated to St. Paul, and. it 

formerly had a ſhipping trade, but is 
now entirely deſtitute of that benefit, as is 
Carliſle Bay, or Old Road, about three 
miles to the weſtward, where the pri- 
mitive adventurers to this iſland firſt 
eſtabliſhed a colony, 


C2 --"If 
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If a few miſerable huts deſerve the 
appellation: of towns, there are two or 
three more on the iſland; but, believe 
me, they are ſo very unworthy of notice 
that I will not take up your time. to 
read, or my own to give an account of 
them, | | 


but remain, &c, &c. 


LET, 
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LETTER VII. 


To 2 ws, 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Oct. 7, 1786 


DAR S1R, 


NGLISH Harbour, on the ſouth 
ſide of the iſland, is the moſt 
commodious in the Weſt-Indies for re- 
ceiving ſhipping; the conveniences for 
refitting them alſo are already great, 
and from the attention paid to its further 
improvement, by Government, are ra- 


pidly encreaſing. A ſeventy-four-gun ſhip 
can lay cloſe to the wharfs. The ſtore- 


houſes are both ſubſtantial and well con- 
trived, and fo tenacious are the principle 
C 3 officers 


6 1 
officers of any diſcovery being made of 
their contents, that no ſtranger whatever 
can be admitted into the yard with- 
out leave. To this harbour, previous 
to the commencement of the hurricane 
months (Auguſt, September, and Oc- 
tober), Britiſh veſſels of war, ſtationed 
in the Caribbean ſeas, repair for ſecu- 
rity. It is furrounded by ſtupendous 
hills which break the force of the 
winds and renders it perfectly ſecure 
from the moſt violent tempeſts. The 
paſſage into this valuable baſon is ſo 
very narrow, as to admit of the entry 
of one veſſel only at a time, and is de- 
fended by Fort Barclay on the weſt, 
and Horſe-ſhoe Battery on the eaſt. 
On the ſea ſide it appears next to an 
- impoſſibility for an enemy to force it, 
and; in my opinion, the conſequence 
of ſuch an attempt muſt be deſtruc- 
R uon 


ks 
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tion to the aſſailants. On the land ſide, 
the Ridge, a hill ſo named, that com- 
mands it, is fortifying, and the part now 
erecting, is called Fort Shirley, in 
honor of the preſent Governor. The 
men of war are ſupplied with water from 
the tanks or ciſterns (built here ſome 
years ſince, for that particular purpoſe) 
and from a freſh ſpring at Cade's Bay, 
about ſix miles diſtant from this harbour 
to the weſtward. In the yard is a neat 
houſe for the admiral or whoever com- 
mands on their Weſt-India ſtation, alſo 
for the maſter ſhipwright and others. 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER VI. 


70 — ms, 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Nov. 11, 1786. 


DAR SIR, 


ONK'S Hill, a mile and a half 
north weſt of Engliſh Harbour, 
| is one of the higheſt in the iſland; its 
ſummit commands a view of nearly the 
whole country, a ſmall part to the weſt- 
ward excepted where the ſight is inter- 
cepted by the mountains. Ir 1s fortified, 
and the principle work, called Fort 
George, is mounted with forty-eight 
pounders, faid to be the identical guns 
taken out of the Fourdriaunt man of 
| | war, 
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war, taken ſome years ſince in theſe ſeas ;. 
from this fort ſignals are hoiſted on the 
appearance of one or more ſquare rigged 
veſſels, which, in war time, are imme- 
diately anſwered by diſtant ſignals, and 
the whole iſland is alarmed in a few 
minutes. 


Women arid children, - or ſuch of the 
inhabitants incapable. of bearing arms, 
muſt retire to this fortreſs in caſe of 
invaſion; houſes have been erected and 
capacious ciſterns formed for the uſe of 


ſuch diſtreſſed viſitors. i 


At the concluſion of the late war, 
ſeveral forts, on the coaſts of the iſland, 
were fold by order of the Legiſlature, 
and produced to the public about a 
twentieth of the ſum they colt in erect- 


ing. Some of theſe buildings have been 
C 5 demoliſhed 
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demoliſhed by the purchaſers for the 
uſeful materials they were compoſed 
of, while others remain in their original 
Rate, probably to be fold to the public 
on a future rupture, at any price their 
proprietors ſhall think proper to demand 
for them. 


From Flag-ſtaff-hill, on Mr. Max- 

well's, and from Boggy's, on Mr. 
Bott's eſtate, thirteen iſlands under the 
different powers of England, France, 
Denmark, and' Sweden, may, in clear 
weather, be one ken and num- 
bered, 


IJ remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTBE K 
To —— ==, 


Saint John's, Antigua, 

Dec. 6, 1786. 
Da Sin, 55 © 
HE ladies, inhabitants of this 
place, ſeldom walk the ſtreets, or 
ride in their wiſkys, without maſks or 
veils, not, I preſume, altogether as a 
preſe: yative to their complexions, be- 
ing frequently ſeen at à diſtance un- 
maiked, but as ſoon as they are ap- 
proached near, on goes the vizor, thro' 
which, by a couple of pecp holes, about 
the ſize of an Engliſh ſnilling, they 
have an opportunity of ſtating in the 
C 6 faces 
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faces of all they meet. Wich you, this 
would-be termed the groſſeſt ill- man- 
vers, but here cuſtom has eſtabliſned 
it, if not neceſſary, as faſhionable. 
Their dreſs is generally light, and in- 
clined to tawdry, and their converſation 
languid, except when a little of that 
ſpecies of harmleſs chat, which ill-nature 
has called ſcandal], 1s buſy in Circulation ; 
it is then they are volubile, it is then they 

are eloquent, it is then they are equal 
to any women in the world. 


2A miſtreſſes of families, they are 
unimportant, ' almoſt every domeſtic 
concern being left to the management 
of their negroes and mulattoes. They 
{ſeldom fuckle their infants, that part of 
a mother's duty is transferred to a ſlave, 
But I muſt obſerve to you, there are 
many Ne in 25 iſle to the fore- 


going 


1 
going general character, here are wo- 
men of refined ſenſe, good wives, ex- 
cellent parents, worthy friends, free 
from affectation, and bleſſed with every 
amiable quality that can adorn the ſex. 
They are alſo generally abſtemious both 
in their diet and liquors; their com- 
mon drink being weak punch, cool 
drink, lemonade, ſorrel drink, and 
tamarind beverage, all of which are 
diluting, a nd well adapted to the con- 
ſtitutions of perſons in this climate, 
The virtue of our fair is ſaid to be 
ſuperior to the arts of ſeduction, in- 
fidelity to the marriage bed being 
very rarely known on their parts. 
I wiſh I could fay as much for the 
men. Marriages are always ſolemnized 
in the houſes, as are alſo baptiſms 
(except thoſe of negroes) and the 
churches 


of 9 
churches are very thinly attended 


but on funer als, or on particular public 


This is the worſt time of the year for 
thieving ; the negroes will have ſome of 
the good things to keep Chriſtmas with, 
and I have contributed thereto by my 
loſſes; a fine lamb and a young milch 
goat ſtole from me within the laſt 
twenty-four hours, and I am under no 
fmall apprehenſion for the fate of my 
poultry. - The rogues rob generally at 
midnight, ſtark naked, their bodies 
greaſed, therefore if you get but ſlight 
hold of them, they ſlip through your 
** and are off in an inſtant. 


 Iremain, Kc, &c. 
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IIR 
To — — 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Jan. 16, 1787. 


Dran SIR, 


RINCE William 8 ar- 

rived here the latter end of laſt 
month, in the Pegaſus frigate; his ap- 
pearance has put this little community 
into a ferment; addreſſes were imme- 
diately preſented to him from the Legiſ- 
lative body, and likewiſe from the mer- 
' Chants, expreſſive of loyalty to his 
Royal Father, and of the happineſs 
and honor his Highneſs had conferred on 
them bby his gracious viſit ; the addreſs 
of 
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of the Legiſlature was read and pre- 
ſented by a Mr. John Burke, Solicitor 
General of the Leeward Iſlands, and 
Speaker of the Aſſembly of this Ifland ; 
but notwithſtanding this gentleman has 
been for years hackneyed at the bar, 
and is a bold orator, yet, on this oc- 
caſion, to the aſtoniſhment of every by- 
ſtander, he was nearly bereft of the 
power of utterance. The merchants 
addreſs was read and preſented by a Mr. 
John Scotland. His Highneſs received 
cheſe effuſions of loyalty to his illuſtrious 
parent, and, of reſpect to himſelf, with 
great ſatisfaction, and returned gracious 
anſwers. Each of theſe bodies gave a 
public dinner and ball for his Highneſſes 
entertainment. The Prince opened both 
balls, with a Miſs A-——, a beautiful 
young lady of reſpectable family, and 
his affability, politeneſs, and conde- 
bd IV. ſcenſion 


* — 
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ſcenſion, to every perſon who had the 

honor of his converſation, was as con- 
ſpicuous as it was pleaſing. The ladies 
put their beſt ſmiles on their faces, and 
their beſt adornments on their perſons ; 
indeed, every individual ſeemed emulous 
of ſhewing reſpect to the Royal Viſitor. 
Many offers of particular attention 
and civility have been made to hes High- 
neſs, which, he, in general, declined, 
wiſhing rather to appear in the humble 
character of a private gentleman, than 
in the dignified ſituation of a Prince. 
How long he means to honor this iſle 
with his preſence, I cannot with cer- 
tainty learn, it will probably be ſeveral 
months ; the people here, I believe, 
hope, and wiſh it may be for years. 
The negroes look at the Grande Bocrab 
(ſo they call the Prince) with aftoniſh- 


ment, and ſometimes incommode him 
As 


| „ ] 
as he walks the ſtreets; but his High- 
neſs poſſeſſes all that admired frankneſs 
and noble liberality ſo charactereſtic in 
a Britiſh ſeaman, and will frequently 
condeſcend to talk with them. Cap- 
tain Nelſon, of the Boreas ; Captain 
Holloway, of the Solebay; and the 
other principal naval officers on this ſta- 
tion, aze his Highneſſes chief attend 
ants on all occaſions. 


I] remain, &c, &c, 
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LETTER XI. 
To — — 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Fan. 28, 1787. 


DAA SIR, 


O be the manager of an eſtate of 

an abſentee, in this iſle, I am well 
ſatisfied is one of the beſt ſituations in it, 
altho* their ſtipends amount to no more 
than from eighty to one hundred pounds 
ſterling, per ann. and, notwithſtanding 
the neceſſaries and ſuperfluities of lite 
are conſiderably dearer than at London; 
yet, however parodoxical it may appear, 
when I tell you this diſcription of men 
ſport ſeveral diſhes at their tables, drink 
| claret 
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claret, keep mulatto. miſtreſſes, and in- 
dulge in every fooliſh extravagance of 
this weſtern region, it is nevertheleſs 
ſtrictly true. But as you would naturally 
- aſk, by what means this expenſive man- 
ner of living is ſupported ? It is thus I 
anſwer—Theſe people, Sir, raiſe on the 
grounds of their employers, ſtock of every 
kind, ſuitable to our markets, which they 
feed principally with the grain, &c. be- 
longing to the eſtate on which they live; 
they alſo grow exotics, as well as the 
vegetables natural: to the climate ; and, 
to complete the ſyſtem, planned with ſo 
much wiſdom and juſtice, they em- 
ploy the ſlaves belonging to the plan- 
tation to vend ſuch produce. There 
are of thefe men, or at leaſt their wives 
who occupy the time of from twelve to 
twenty negroes daily on this buſineſs 
to the manifeſt injury of their maſters, 
2 | and 
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and emolument of - themſelves. The 
adage which I have often heard applied 
to maſters of veſſels and their owners, 
may, with the alteration of two words, 
be applicable to theſe men Fat ma- 
nagers and lean employers,” for I am 
very certain, to be manager of, and 
attorney * to an eſtate of a non-reſi- 
dent, is better than to be its owner, the 
firſt, receiving benefits without the 
leaſt riſque, while the latter is ſubject 
to every loſs without receiving the 
advantages which ought, conſiſtent 
with juſtice to be his and not his ſer- 
vants. But here I muſt obſerve, that 
many of theſe gentlemen managers, as 
well as the overſeers under them, con- 


tribute 


* An Attorney for an eſtate, receives from 


half a guinea, to a guinea, for every hogſhead of 
Sugar he ſhips, 
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tribute, in a great degree, to ſtock the 
plantation with mulatto and meſtee 
ſlaves; it is impoſſible to ſay in what 
numbers they have ſuch children, but 
the following fact is too often verified, 
te that, as ſoon as born, they are deſ- 
piſed, not only by the very authors, 
under God, of their being, but by every 
white, deſtitute of humane and liberal 
principles,” ſuch is the regard paid to the 
hue of complexion in preference to the 
more permanent beauties of the mind. 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 
9 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Feb. 15, 1787. 


DAR SIR, 
UROPEANS, who live in the 


Weſt-Indies, ought to acquire 
fortunes in a few years, but they are 
ſmall in number who experience ſo 
favorable a return to their induſtry, and 
ſuch only can arrive at independance as 
will ſubmit to any, every meanneſs. 
Therefore thoſe perſons who follow the 
huckſtering buſineſs, are generally the 
moſt ſucceſsful in accumulating riches, 
many of theſe. people having acquired 

property 
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property ſufficient, not only to purchaſe 
eſtates here, but alſo to retire home 
(4. e. that is to England) where they 
live in aukward ſplendor on the profits 
which have ariſen from purchaſes cauſed 
by the encouragement given by them to 
negroes to rob the plantations of their 
owners; the goods, thus procured by 
ſlaves, are bought by theſe thrifty 
gentry, at their own price, and if diſ- 
covery is made of this villainous traffic, 
it ſeldom occurs that they can be brought 
to juſtice, becauſe the word of a ſlave 
will not be taken, nor will even their oath 
ſerve on the moſt trifling occaſion to- 
wards the conviction of a white perſon. 
There is a practice among this ſpecies 
of dealers, and its permiſſion reflects 
diſgrace upon the police of the iſland, 
which is, that they exact from five to 
ten per cent from the public, for chang- 

ing 
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ing a dollar, unleſs thoſe wanting ſuch 
change lay out more than half that ſum 
at their ſhops. This 1s a tax upon the 
public, which calls loudly for redreſs, 
and this iſle, I learn, ſtands ſingly in the 
' impoſition. | wy 


This country is poor, moſt of. the 
landholders being impoveriſhed, from a 
ſeries of bad crops, previous to the laſt 
three years. In fact, the greater part of 
the eſtates, in this iſland, are in truſt, - 
or under mortgate to the merchants of 
London, Liverpool, and Briſtol, The 
reſident merchants ſuffer conſiderable 
loſſes from bad debts, and are not in a 
ſmall degree hurt by that bane of 
honorable commerce, ſmuggling. 


The crop is going on briſkly and bids 
fair to be great, it is ſuppoſed not leſs 
5 D than 


— 
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than twenty thouſand hogſheads will be 
ſhipped this year. This comes by a 
brig for Liverpool, which brings the 
firſt ſugars. No news, no life in this 


place, the Prince having gone on a 
cruize; dulneſs has again aſſumed her 


ſeat, and at this inſtant prevades every 


thing. 


I remain, &c, &c. 


LETTER XIII. 


To — —, 


St. John's, Antigua, 
March 10, 1787. 


DzaRr SIR, 

— ordinary drink of the men of 

ftzhis place, is punch or grog; 
Madeira wine and porter are introduced 
at the tables of ſuch perſons as may be 
ſaid to live well; but at public enter- 
tainments, and at the houſes of the 
principal merchants and planters, Claret 
is the rage. The beſt is imported from 
London, under the denomination of 
London Claret; ſome alſo from Ireland; 
which is called Iriſh Claret, but 
| D 2 the 
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the greateſt part of this luxury, drank 
here, is ſmuggled from our French and 


Dutch neighbours at Guadaloupe and St. 
Euſtatia. The tables of the opulent and 


- alſo of many, who can very ill afford it, 


are covered with a profuſion, known 
only in this part of the world ; their at- 
tendants numerous, but it is not uncom- 
mon to ſee them waiting almoſt deſtitute 
of clothing, and the little they have mere 
rags. Even in the firſt houſes, where an 
attendant ſlave may poſſibly have a ſhirt, 
jacket, and breeches, they are always 
without ſtockings, and generally want- 
ing ſhoes. A few days ſince, being in- 
vited to a tea drinking party, where was 
collected from ten to a dozen ladies and 
gentlemen, a ſtout negroe fellow waited, 
who had-no other covering than an old 
pair of trowſers. I believe I was the 
only perſon preſent who took the leaſt 
notice - 


£33: 

notice of the indelicacy of ſuch an appear- 
ance, and, indeed, it is my opinion, 
were the ſlaves to go quite naked it 
would have no more effect on the feel- 
ings of the major part of the inhabitants 
. of this country than what is produced 
by the ſight of a dog, cat, or any other 
domeſticated quadrupede, 


I remain, &c, &c, 
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LETTER XIV. 


TO — —. 


St. John's, Antigua, 

0 April 21, 1787. 

DEAR SIR, | 

HE beef of this country, is as 
unlike that of England, as if it 
was not the fleſh of the ſame animal, 
the beſt that can be got is very indif- 
ferent, and ſells from a bit and a half, 
to two bits per pound. (A bit is equal 
fo five-pence ſterling and a fraction) 
The mutton is good, and nearly the 
fame price as beef. Kid and pork, a 
bit a pound, equal to any in the world, 
* flavor of the latter is peculiarly de- 
licious, 
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lictous, probably from the animal being 

fed during the greateſt part- of the year 

with ſugar-cane tops, is derived the un- 

common ſweetneſs of its fleſh. Tur- 

keys, dung-hill fowls, guinea-birds, 

Muſcovy and Engliſh ducks are in per- 
fection here, and fell as cheap as at the 

London markets, 


Wild ducks, plovers, and ſnipes 
viſit this funny region during the hur- 
ricane months, they are the property 
of the ſlayer, whether white or negroe, 
the people of this iſle knowing no more 
about laws for protecting game, than 
of a window, or a ſhop- tax. 


Small birds are few, ſinging birds 
none. A ſparrow, much hke yours in 
England. A gold-finch, ſimilar to 
the Engliſh, but in plumage not ſo 
D 4 beautiful, 


WES > 
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beaurif, and its note a ſhrill ſqueak ; 


indeed there are not any of the winged 
tribe here worth notice, except the _ 


-ming bird. 


This beautiful little creature, is gene- 
rally ſuppoſed to be the ſmalleſt of the 
feathered creation, and I believe may be 
conſidered as the firſt in point of plumage 
its feathers are green, uncommonly 
brilliant, tinged with a rich gold color. 
The bodies of the largeſt of theſe birds, 
are about an inch long, and the young 
ones are not bigger than drones. I 
have a family of theſe little beauties, 
in a calabaſh tree, adjoining my houſe, 
which affords me pleafure and contem- 
plation ; this extraordinary work of na- 
ture makes its neſt of cotton, and is par- 
ticularly careful of its young : when its 
neſt is attacked by any bird, its re- 
venge, 


LE 1 
venge, and the manner of taking it, 
are equally ſingular. It doth not at- 
tempt to cope with its antagoniſt,” be- 


ing informed by inſtinct, that conten-' 


tion is vain, but it effects that by ſtra- 


tagem which it could not do by power. 


It hovers over the head of the hoſtile 
bird, and ſometimes fixes itſelf thereon, 
the invader thereby diverted from its 
purſuit, flies away with its little adver- 
fary, who retaining its ſituation, plies, 
with wonderful ability, its fine long 


bill, with which it is furniſhed by na- 
ture, for defence, to the ſkull of its foe, 
and never ceaſes its application till it has 
perforated the head and reached the 
brain, when of courſe the enemy falls, 
and the little hero returns to its neſt. 


This bird has no note, unleſs its hum- 
ming can be termed ſo. 


D 5 PFiſh 
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Fiſh is plentiful and cheap, its variety 
in name is prodigious, but a great 
fameneſs in flavor, the principal in 
eſteem are the jew-fiſh,, the caramau, 
the king-fiſh, ſmelts, and eels, beſides 
various ſorts of ſhell-fiſh, under which: 
denomination I ſhall ſpeak of the 


turtle. 


This fiſh, or rather amphibious: ani- 
mal, from the excellency of its flavor, 
deſervedly received, both in Europe 
and America, as a firſt rate viand, con- 
ſiſts of two ſorts, the green and the 
hawks-bill, the firſt named is in the 
greateſt eſtimation, being more mild 
than the latter. Weſt- Indian epicures 
ſeldom taſte the hawks- bill, yet I think 
it makes as good ſoup as the other, and 
this it is that affords! the beautiful ſhell 
with you called tortoiſe-ſhell, but more 

pro- 
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properly 7urtle-ſhell, The ſhell of the 
green turtle is uſeleſs. The manner of 
dreſſing this extraordinary production 
of nature here, differs materially from 
the tavern mode in London ; the gravy 
is drawn from its own fleſh, and not 

from beef, nor is it ſtuffed up with veal, 

or other meats which deſtroys its true 
flavor ; here it is dreſſed naturally, in 
London, artificially. It is fold, from 
three to four bits a pound, according 
to its quality, or the demand for it. 


n 
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I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XV. 


TO mms —. 


th St, John's, Antigua, 

„ | May 12, 1787. 

Dzar Sin, ; 
HIS iſland is almoſt deſtitute of 
1 freſh ſprings, that which I before 
mentioned at Cade's Bay, and another 
which ſupplies the body ponds in the cen- 
ter of the iſland, are the only two worthy 
of notice, therefore the water principally 
uſed, is rain, which the inhabitants collect 
in ſtone ciſterns : this water, after being 
drawn from the reſervoir, is filtered 
through a Barbadoes ſtone, which ren- 
ders it free from animalcula, or any diſ- 
- agreeable 


L 61 J 
agreeable quality it might have con- 
tracted by being kept in the tank. It 
is exceedingly foſt, and well flavored, 
and notwithſtanding what has been aſ- 
ſerted by ſome writers of its unwhole- 
ſomeneſs, I affirm from experience that 
it is as good as any I ever taſted in 
Europe. In dry ſeaſons, an article of 


ſuch vaſt conſumption muſt neceſſarily be 


ſcarce and dear ; I have been informed, 
that rum and wine have been given in 
exchange for it, and that it has even 
been brought for fale from the neigh- 
bouring iſlands. | N 


Goats milk is moſt in uſe, being de- 


ſervedly preferred to that of cows, for 
its ſuperior richneſs, and the ſtrength- 


'ening qualities it poſſeſſes. Aſſes milk, 
ſo much recommended by the phyſi- 


cians of England in conſumptive caſes | 


18 
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is not more efficacious in relieving the 
invalid, than the milk of theſe animals 
in | this ne 


The ſmall quantity of freſh butter 
made here is very indifferent, and the 
inhabitants in general prefer the Iriſh, 
but it is ſometime before an Engliſh- 
man can be brought to eat either the 
one or the other, 


The bread is good; it is principally 
made with American flour, from the 
provinces of Penſylvania, New-York, 
Virginia, and Maryland ; in whiteneſs 


it exceeds the bread of London, but! 


think it is not ſo well flavored. This 
difference is probably occaſioned by the 
leaven with which it is made, being very 
apt to turn ſour 1 in a ſhort time in this. 
climate. 


Caſſava 


1 

Caſſava (commonly called Caſſada) 
is a ſpecies of bread made from the 
root of a plant of the ſame name, by 
expreſſion. The water, or juice, which 
iſſues from it in the preparation, is 
poiſonous, but the remaining part 
after being dried, or baked on thick 
iron- plates is both wholeſome and pa- 
latable, it is eaten dry, or toaſted, and it 
alſo makes excellent puddings. 


J remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 


TO — mn 


SZ St. John's, Antigua, 


June I, 1787. 


Dax S1R, 


HE fruits of this little ſpot | 


are highly delicious, and ſurpaſs, 
in richneſs of flavor, thoſe of the 


neighbouring iſlands, of which the 


pine apple, the orange, and the 


. 


avocado pear, are allowed to be the 


principals. 


The pines of this iſland are ſuperior to 
all otucrs, both in ſize and taſte, there 
. | are 


— 
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are two ſorts, the yellow and the 
black, equally grateful, and in the 
proper ſeaſon, as many may be bought 
for two or three ſhillings ſterling, as 
would fill a buſhel. 


The orange (China as well as Sevelle) 
exceeds in ſize and flavor, the Spaniſh 
or Portugueſe, at leaſt ſuch as are im- 
ported to the London market, they are 
very cheap, it being common to pur- 
chaſe from ſix to eight for a dog, about 
three farthings ſterling.. 


The avocado pear, known alſo by 
the name of vegetable marrow, from 
its great ſimilarity to that ſubſtance, is 
an elegant and agrecable fruit, eaten 
with or without bread, but can only be 
taſted within the tropies on account of 
its periſhable quality. 


There 


— — 
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There are likewiſe Caſhew nuts and 


apples, which are as one fruit, when on 
the tree, the firſt being prefixed to the 


eye of the latter, The nut is a fine fruit, 


either in its natural ſtate or roaſted, 
The apple is alſo good as an eatable 
fruit, but the beſt uſe ic can be put to, in 
my opinion, 1s to emerge it into a bowl 
of punch, to which it communicates 
the moſt agreeable bitter in the world. 
The ſappadilla, granadilla, water le- 
mon, pomegranate, melon, citron, lime, 
lemon, guava, ſourſop, mangoe, cocoa- 
nut, ſhadduck, and. ſtar- apple, are 
fine fruits, cheap and nutritious, but 


a particular explanation of chen would 


requi;e a volume, and as they are for the 
moſt part well known in Europe, I 
ſhall decline ſaying any thing further on 
the ſubject, and will in my next bi ing 
you acquainted with ſome of the culin- 

gh 4 


13 
ary and medicinal herbs, roots, and 
trees, produced in this iſland of the 
ſun. a 


Several light ſhocks of earthquakes 
within this laſt fortnight, but happily at- 

tended with no ill conſequences, never- 

theleſs they are unpleaſant viſitants. 
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LETTER XVII. 


TO mm 


St. John's, Antigua, 
June 12, 1787. 

Dax Sin, | 
HE yam is a coarſe but whole- 
2 ſome root, irregular in its form, 
weighing from one to three or four 
pounds, and is covered with a dark 
brown rind; when eaten in its proper 
ſeaſon, affords great nouriſhment, but 
if ufed before ſufficiently ripe, it very 

comney ae fluxes. 


The edda, called alſo the 1 
waſh ball, from its apparent ſoapy 


quality, 
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quality, is an excellent root, about the 
ſize of a ſmall crab apple, and has a 
coarſe brown covering. It 1s principally 
uſed in ſoups, as a thickener; from this 
nutritious vegetable, and the yam the 
negroes and colored people derive the 
greater part of their ſubſiſtance. The tops 
or leaves, when boiled, are in taſte, 
ſimilar to Engliſh ſpinnach, as is the 
leaves of the prickly. weed, and alſo 
thoſe of another weed, called weedy- 
weedy, ockrah, plantains, bananas, 
ſweet potatoes, ſquaſhes, and various 
ſorts of Indian peas, are produced here 


in abundance. We have alſo ſundry 


culinary exoticks, ſuch as Engliſh peas, 
carrots, turnips, lettuces, radiſhes, cab- 
bages, &c. none of which are fo 
good as when produced in their native 
ſoil, and what is rather extraordinary, the 
ſeeds produced from theſe plants, are 
| unfit 
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unfit for ſowing, therefore thoſe perſons 


who find it worthy their attention to 
raiſe them, muſt procure ſeed annually 
from London. 


* 


The palma chriſti, or caſtor buſh, is a 
ſpreading ſnrub, which grows from ſix to 
eight feet high; its leaves are like thoſe 
of the fig- tree, but rather darker, and 
the ſeeds from whence the celebrated 


55 oil that bears its name is extracted, the 


efficacy of which in billious complaints, is 
ſuperior to any thing yet diſcovered, are 
of a fine ſhining black, ſtreaked with a 
brilliant yellow, the oil is made by ex- 
preſſion and decoction; the expreſſed 
ſort is by far the moſt preferable, as 
being leſs liable to rancidity, and ap- 
pears in color and conſiſtence like a 
ſtrong mucilage of the fineſt gum 
arabic. 


The 


* 13 

The manganil, or manchineel, is the 
moſt deſtructive tree in the univerſe, 
the trunk of the largeſt is between 
two and three feet in circumfer- 
ence; the bark is ſmooth, the leaf like 
that of the bay, but rather ſmaller ; the 
flowers of a faint red, the fruit bears a 
near reſemblance to the golden pippin, 
but incloſes a ſtone, and is a moſt 
ſubtle poiſon ; the ſap drawn from its 
body or branches, 1s the moſt venomous 
of poiſons ; the duſt that falls from its 
flowers is poiſon, and the very droppings 
from its beautiful leaves after rain are 
. Poiſon. | 


The cabbage tree in point of lofti- 
neſs exceeds the whole vegetable crea- 


tion, being from ſixty to eighty feet in 


height. It is perfectly ſtraight, and its 
top is furniſhed with a bunch or tuft of 


leaves 


e 
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leaves which incloſes the cabbage, and 


is ſaid to be good eating when boiled. 
It is a very pleaſant pickle. 


The tamarind tree, the fruit of 
which is well known to Europe, in its 
preſerved ſtate, grows here luxuriantly, 
affording a fine ſhade, from the cloſeneſs 
of its leaves and the number of its 
branches. 


Cotton and ginger are natives here, 
but very little attended to. 


J remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XVII. 


70 — —. 


St. John's, Antigua, 

June 24, 1787. 

DAR SIR, 
HE good folks of this place are as 
ſtrangely civil as any people in the 
world. The ſexton of the pariſh called 
on me yeſterday morning, and invited 
me to the funeral of a Mr. 4 
« My friend (ſaid I), you muſt be mis- 
taken, I did not know the perſon.” 
That does not ſignify (he replied), I 
am ordered to invite any gentleman 
or lady that I think propei.” I accepted 
the invitation, being determined to ſee 


[2944] 


and know every thing I could that might 
ſerve to elucidate the character of the 
inhabitants of this place. *I am much 
obliged to you, (ſaid I) and will certainly 
be at the houſe in time, but pray, Sir, 
is this mode of invitation cuſtomary ?” 
« Quite ſo” (anſwered the ſexton). As 
ſoon as he was gone, having but a ſhort 
time to prepare myſelf, I looked out my 
fables, dreſſed, and went to the habita- 
tion of the deceafed. I was aſked into 
the hall, where two gentlemen and one 
lady, mourners like myſelf, were ſeated. I 

| found I was in good time to fee every pro- 
- ceeding; I obſerved the ſide-board well 
ſtored with liquors and cakes; the negroe 
men dreſſed in white jackets and 
breeches, with black ribbons tied round 
their arms; the women in white tenahs*, 
jackets 

A head-dreſs, compoſed of one or more hand- 


 kerchiefs, put on in a manner peculiar to theſe 
people, 


1 
jackets and petticoats, and ribbons the 
ſame as the men. In about half an hour 
after my arrival the company began to 
come in very faſt, and in leſs than an 
hour I numbered ſeventy and upwards 
within and without doors; after being 
well ſupplied with burnt wine and other 
liquors, for about another hour, the 
undertaker gave the company to under- 
ſtand, that ſuch of them who wiſhed to 
ſee the corpſe, muſt walk into the ad- 
joining room; a dozen or more followed 
this finiſher of fortunes, and I brought up 
the rear: The firſtthing that preſented it- 
ſelf was the coffin of the deceaſed, which 
was placed upon two tables, and three or 
four negroe and nwlatto women crying 
and making a noiſe over it, as if in real 
ſorrow ; indeed I thought no otherwiſe 
of their tears and ſighs, but as proceed- 
ing from heartfelt grief, until I was un- 
E 2 deceived 
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deceived by a gentleman who told me it 
was merely a matter of cuſtom. We 
were now put in order of proceſſion, the 
undertaker and his aſſiſtants having pre- 
viouſly decorated the perſons of the pall 
bearers, and a few ſelect friends of the 
departed, with ſcarfs and hat- bands, the 
firſt of Holland or Iriſh, ſufficient to make 
a ſnirt, and the latter of cambrick or long 
lawn, enough for two pocket handker- 
chiefs, and when thus drefied, they 
have all the appearance of the under- 
takers porters or mutes with you; the 
proceſſion now moved onward, ſome 
walking in pairs, others riding in wiſkys 
I kept myſe'f the laſt in the train, for the 
better obſervation of the mourners; had 
I the pencil of a Bunbury, I would 
here delineate their ſeveral aſpects. The 
clothes worn on theſe occaſions, are, 
with but a few exceptions, borrowed ; 
| the 


| WS 1 


the different makes, the indifferent fit- 
ting, and the ſtill worſe color, for many 
of che coats, diſdaining to be black, have 
changed from that hue to brown ; but 
when it is conſidered that a ſhirt and two 
handkerchiefs, are frequently gotten by 
keeping a thing (coats I can harlly call 
ſome which J have ſeen) of this kind, 
the parties ſo doing are no doubt com- 
mendable. The hearſe is more like a 
London bottle cart,than any other carriage 
I have ever ſeen, and we imitate your 
nodding plumes, with grizzled horſe 
tails, ſhaped not very unlike old wigs 
fixed upon a kind of mopſticks: ſo 0 
for funera's. Adieu 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XIX. 


270 — —. ; 
St. John's, Antigua, 
Fuly 6, 1787. 

Dran Sin, 
FT HE frequent opportunities for 
your great city, at this advanced 
ſeaſon of the crop, affords me the plea- 
ſure of communicating to you my ideas 
and obſervations, much oftener than I 
could by packets only, I therefore make 
uſe of ſuch favorable means, whenever 
I think the reading of my epiſtles might 

give you ſatisfaction. 


Being now about to commence my 
rela- 


L-# 3 


relation of the food, labor, and treat- 
ment of ſlaves within this iſland, it may 
not be unintereſting to you, to be pre- 
viouſly acquainted with the mode of 
conveying theſe unfortunate people to 
our ſhores, and the method of diſpoſing 
of them when brought hither; for the 
firſt part I can only ſay it comes from a 
perſon whoſe veracity is undoubted, for 


the laſt, my eyes have been witneſſes to 
the act. 


The ſlave trade, from the Britiſh do- 
minions, is principally carried on by the 
merchants of Liverpool, Briſtol does a 
little, and London leſs. Slaves are for 
the greateſt part kidnapped, and many 
fall into the hands of the traders, from 
being priſoners of war to ſuch of the 
country princes, whom the white men, 


or their black agents, haye cauſed to 


E 4 commit 
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[ 80 J 
commit hoſtilities on each other for the 
particular purpoſe of procuring the 
miſerable captives as freight 1275 their 
ſhips. 


When a ſlave ſhip arrives on the coaſt, 
it is not generally a conſideration with 
the captain or ſupercargo, what number 
of theſe people their veſſel will take 
conveniently, but how many they can get, 
is the object; conſequently even com- 
mon humanity has no concern whatever 
in the employ, and it is cuſtomary to 
crowd as'many of them into the ſhip 


as their efforts can procure. Between 


decks is their receptacle, the room al- 
lotted each man, is about fix feet, by 
ſixteen inches; women and children have 
a ſmaller, but proportionate allowance; 
very little regard is even paid to this rule 


of OT! although ſufficiently 
ſmall 
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ſmall, and they are frequently ſo cloſely 
ſtowed together, as to be unable to lie 
down in any poſition but on one fide. 
The captain and officers look with 
particular attention to their own ſecurity, 
for no ſooner are the ſlaves on board, 
but the men are chained together in 
couples, the right hand and leg of one, 
to the left hand and leg of the other, 
When they are ordered up, which is ge- 
nerally when the watch is relieved, at 
eight o'clock in the morning, as each pair 
thus joined aſcend from the hatches, a 
chain 1s paſſed thro” their irons, and made 
faſt by ring bolts to the deck; and the 
precaution is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
well doing of this nefarious commerce, 
leſt, if permitted the free uſe of their 
limbs, a ſpark cf Heaven- born liberty 
ſhould inſpire them with revenge againſt 

their enſlavers. In this ſituation (if the 
E 5 weather 


198 J 
weather permits) they continue eight or 
ten hours, during which time they are 
fed, and the decks below cleanſed, from 
fuch filth which is alone ſufficient in one 
day to breed contagion. The women 
and children ſlaves, are not ſhackled. 


Thus are the degraded ſons of Africa 
brought to the Weſt-Indian ſhores; and 
they are treated in the following manner 

on their arrival here, previous to the 
day of fale: As ſoon as the anchor is 
cover the veſſel's fide, and the captain 
gone on ſhore to give in his account of 
the cargo, the ſlaves are brought upon 
deck (having been ſhaved ſome days be- 
fore they made the land), where they 
are cleanſed from the ſtench and vermin 
contracted on the paſſage, and their 
ſkins rubbed with oil or greaſe, to give 
them a ſleek appearance, This buſineſs 
being 


E 
being done, they are ſent on ſhore, 
under the care of ſome petty officers and 
ſeamen, to the merchant to whom the 
cargo is conſigned, who depoſits them 
altogether in an empty ſtore or ware- 
houſe, contiguous to the wharfs, when 
after being advertiſed for ſale, and walked 
about the town, preceded by a drum. 


beating and flag flying, for the purpoſe. 


of attracting the attention of the in- 
habitants to the perſons about to be 
fold; and when the merchant has ſent 
written notices of the time of ſuch fale 
to the planters or others, whom he 


thinks likely to become purchaſers, the 


ale is announced by a trumpet ſounding, 
while the ſhip's enſign, or ſome other 
flag is difplayed from a window, or 
from the top of the place where the 
negroes are depoſited; and ſo eager are 
the whites to ſee theſe ill-fated people, 

E G th 
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that the doors of ſuch receptacles are 
crowded almoſt as much as thoſe of the 
theatre, when the immortal Garrick, 
or the inimitable Siddons, were to 
repreſent the fineſt paſſages from our 
greateſt and moſt favored poets, 


The purchaſers of ſlaves are as par- 


 _ ticular in examining them before they 


ſtrike a bargain, as a butcher, at Smith- 
field market, when dealing for ſheep. 
As ſoon as bought, they are walked to 
the reſpective plantations of their owners, 
where the hoe is frequently put into 
hands, hitherto unuſed to labor, and as 
ſoft as the fineſt lady's in Europe. 
Theſe cargoes average from thirty-ſeven 
to forty pounds ſterling per head. 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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St. John's, Antigua, 3 
July 20, 1787. 4 
Dax Sin, 


a HE buildings, on a ſugar plantation, 
conſiſt of a wind or cattle mill( ſome- 
times both), a boiling houſe, a curing 
houſe, a houſe for fermenting the liquor 
or waſh, from which rum is diſtilled: 
The great houſe where the proprietor 
generally reſides, the manager's houſe, 
- houſes for the overſeers, ſtore houſes 
for grain, ſtock houſes, and negroe huts, 
The great houſe, if the owner of the 
plantation is an abſentee, and in other 
| caſes 


(0 1 

ceaſes where ſeveral eſtates are the pro- 
perty of one man, who may be a reſi- 
dent, and have houſes of this deſcription 
on every one of them, then they are let 
out as free tenancy's; Which is, that the 
occupiers of ſuch dwellings ate allowed 
to live in them rent free, on condition 
that himſelf and family anſwers to the 
public as ſervants to the plantation 
whereon he reſides, and thereby a ſaving 
is made to the ownet out of his taxes, 
of forty pounds currency, for every 
white man inhabitant, and twenty pounds 
for every white woman inhabitant. And 
notwithſtanding the good folks of this 
ile are as proud as any in the world, 
yet there are many (ſuppoſing theih- 
ſelves of no ſmall conſequence in this: 
little community) who fubmit to be 
returned at the proper office, under 
the deſcription juſt now mentioned. 


In. 


* 
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In England ſuch a fituation would 


be looked on as a degradation from 
genteel life, but here the dignity of 
the perſon is not leſſened by this 
ſubmiſſion; but admitting that to be the 
caſe, and allowing the feelings of ſuch 
people to remain unhurt, ſtill a very 
excellent local law, a law of the firſt 
utillity to the iſland, a law admirably 
calculated by the wiſdom of the early 
ſettlers, which went to oblige owners of 
eſtates to keep a proportionate number 
of real. white ſervants to their ſlaves, 
is ſhamefully evaded. This impolitic 


proceeding, together with incorporating 


the ten acre lands (formerly held by 
poor white ſettlers) with the larger 
eſtates has been (together with the cul- 


tivating the. ceded iſlands) the means of 
| decreaſing the population of whites here, 
nearly in the proportion of one half 


within the laſt forty years, 
The 


1 * 1 
The principal tax of this country is a 
poll- tax on ſlaves of every deſcription, 
at the rate of ſix-ſhillings per head, 
this currency, annually, and every ſlave- 
holder is obliged to ſwear once a year, 
before the proper officer, to the number 
he poſſeſſes under the penalty of a fine 

for every ſingle omiſſion. 


The negro houſes or huts, are moſtly 
built of ſtone, well thatched, and as dry 
and comfortable as any of that deſcrip- 
tion of buildings in England. I forgot 
to tell you, in the foregoing part of 
this letter, that the ſtills are in the open 
ar, 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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Saint John's, Antigua, 

Aug. 1, 1787. 

DRAR Sin, 

HE cane holes, which, throughout 
this iſland, are dug with hoes, are 
four feet ſquare, one foot deep, and 
about four feet aſunder; at the diſtance 
of every eighty holes is an interval or 
carriage way, from twenty to thirty feet 
wide, and theſe ſpaces are made to in- 
terſect each other at right angles, for the 
more free admiſſion of air. Cane plant- 
ing commences in September, and gener- 
ally finiſhes in January. The beſt me- 
. thod 
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thod of encreaſing this uſeful ſpecies of 


vegetation, is by laying in each hole, 


two plants, which ſhould be pieces of 
new cane, (the molt {ſucculent being 
by far the beſt), placing their eyes 
horizontally, and covering them about 
an inch thick with mold. . The cane 
comes into the higheſt perfection for 
cutting in fourteen, fifteen, or ſixteen 


months, according to the foil and 


weather, and the crop commonly com- 
mences in January, continuing, if a 


_ favorable ſeaſon till the latter end of July, 


during the time of the crop the flaves 


look better, although harder worked, 


than at any other part of the year, 
which muſt be attributed to the free 
uſe of the cane, which might almoſt be 
ſaid to be continually in their mouths, 
while the mills are about, and which is 
not only medicinal as an antiſcorbutic, 

but 


55 


but exceedingly nutritious. Every part 
of this extraordinary plant is highly 
uſeful; the body affording the juice that 
is manufactured into ſu gar, the dregs 
of which is molaſſes, from whence, by 
diſtillation, rum is produced. The tops 
are food for cattle, and the lower leaves, 
called traſh, ſerve to mix with dung 
for manuring, or are burnt on the ground 
to deſtroy vermin and inſets. The 
magoſs, which is the remains of the 
cane, after expreſſion by the mill, is 
the beſt of fuel for the boiling houſe 
and diſtillery. 


Holing in ſtiff ground is the heavieſt 
labor that negroes can be put to; I 
think the plough might be uſed with 
ſucceſs on the greater part of this iſland, 
to the relief of the ſlave and conſequent 
emolument of the planter, | 


What 
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What ſhipping now remains in this 


harbour, muſt ſail before midnight, to 
prevent double. inſurance. This comes 


by a Capt. R n, with whom I have 
twice croſſed the atlantic, who will deliver 
it perſonally; he is a worthy character, 
and has more of the gentleman in his 
behavior, than uſually falls to the lot of 
the commander of a merchant-man ; 
not that I wiſh to inſinuate the leaſt idea 
of diſreſpe& towards that very uſeful 
part of ſociety, particularly thoſe con- 
cerned in this trade, who are taken in 
general, genteel, reſpectable, and well- 
behaved men. 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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To —_— 


St, John's, Antigua, 
Sep. 15, 1787, 


D&zaR SIR, 


HE common allowance, for the 
ſupport of a houſe ſlave, 1s three 
bits per week, and although it appears 
ſo very trifling and inſufficient, it is 
generally preferred by them, to being 


fed from the tables of their maſters or - 


miſtreſſes. This deſcription of ſlaves, 
are lodged in huts, erected in the yards 
belonging to the houſes of their owners 
or employers, except ſuch as are im- 
mediately engaged about their perſons. 


8 The 


| 
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The weekly allowance of a field 
negro, is from three to five quarts of 
horſe beans, rice, or Indian corn, with 
three or four ſalt herrings, or a piece of 
falted beef or pork, of about two 
pounds weight; but when the eſtates 


have ſuch proviſions as yams, eddas, 


guinea corn, ſweet potatoes, plantains, 
and bananas, they are ſerved in lieu of 
the former, andas nearly as poſſible in the 
fame proportion. In addition to this 
allowance, every flave on a plantation, 
whether male or female, when they 
have attained their 14th or 15th year, has 
a piece of ground, from twenty five, to 
thirty feet ſquare, allotted to them, which 
by ſome is induſtriouſly and advantage- 
ouſly cultivated, and by others totally 
neglected. Theſe patches are found to 
be of material benefit to the country, 
their produce principally ſupplying the 

ſunday 


E 


ſunday market (which is the greateſt 
throughout the week, from being the 
negrocs holiday) with vegetables. They 
are alſo allowed to raile pigs, goats, and 
fowls, and it is by their attention to 
theſe articles, that the whites are pre- 
vented from ſtarving, during ſuch times 
of the year as veſſels cannot come to 


theſe coaſts with ſafety. 


The clothing of a field ſlave conſiſts 
of a blanket, which ſerves them not only 
to ſleep upon (tho ſome have beds of 
dried plantain leaves), but to faſten about 
their bodies in damp weather, alſo a 
piece of woolen cloth, called a babbaw, 
which goes round the waiſt, a blue 
woollen jacket, and a party colored cap, 
of the ſame material. Their drink, as 
per allowance, is water. When ſick 
they are attended by young doctors, 


whole 
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whoſe principals contract with the 
owners of eſtates, or their attorney's, 
by the year, and the common price 1s 
ſix-ſhillings currency, equal to three- 
ſhillings and nine-pence ſterling, per 
head. It is the buſineſs of theſe aſſiſt- 
ants to viſit the eſtates, thus put under 


the care of their employers, twice a week, 


and on every plantation is an hoſpital or 
ſick-houſe, where the ſlaves, as ſoon as 
infected with diſorder, or having received 
hurt (the latter of which frequently 
happens in crop time) are ſent. Theſe 


places, at leaſt ſuch as have come within 


my obſervation, are as bad as you can 
well ſuppoſe, being not only deſtitute of 
almoſt every convenience, but filthy in 
the extreme, and the attendants generally 
ſuch negroes as are nearly ſuperannuated 
or unfit for active employment. I am 
much ſurpriſed how the medical gentle- 

men, 


F 

men, even in the manner this buſineſs # 
is performed, can make it pay the ex- 1 
pences attending thereon, at ſo ſmall a 1 
premium, and indeed, I think it is im- *Y 
poſſible for them to get the keep of one 
of their horſes out of theſe undertakings 
although they ſhould make uſe of the 
very cheapeſt drugs that can be procured, 
or, if even only of medicinal ſimples, 
the growth of the iſland. 


-£- 
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add — 


A few days ſince the clouds bore 
a threatening aſpect, the wind alſo 
ſhifted round the compaſs ; about two 
o'clock in the afternoon it began to j 
blow hard, and continued, with little 4 
abatement, till four the following morn- ' 8 
ing: J was at the houſe of a friend, 
about nine miles diſtant from town, Y 
when it commenced, and intended to 1 
have gone home immediately, in order 1 
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to ſecure my moſt material concerns, in 
caſe it ſhould increaſe to a hurricane, but 
he adviſed me from 1t, by telling me, 
among- other things equally alarming, 
that there had been inſtances where man 


and horſe, unable to keep their footing, 
were blown down precipices and de- 


ſtroyed; I therefore continued with him, 


until the ſtorm was over, full cf fears 


for the ſafety of my property, which, on 
my return home, I found uninjured; and 


this little puff (fo it was called here) had 


done no other damage than ſcattering a 
few ſhingles, and driving a ſloop or two 
out to fea, 


I remain, &c. &c. 


LET- 
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EETTE KR XK. 
TO mo mn, 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Oct. 3, 1787, 


DAR SIR, 


E negroes are turned out at ſun 

riſe, and employed in gangs from 
twenty to ſixty, or upwards, under the 
inſpection of white overſeers, generally 
poor Scotch lads, who, by their aſſiduity 
and induſtry, frequently become maſters 
of the plantations, to which they came 
out as indentured ſervants: ſubordinate 
to theſe overſcers, are drivers, com- 
monly called dog- drivers, who are 
moſtly black or mulatto fellows, of the 
F 2 worſt 
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worſt diſpoſitions ; theſe men are fur- 
niſhed with whips, which, while on 
duty, they are obliged, on pain of ſevere 
puniſhment, to have with them, and 
are authorized to flog wherever they ſee 
the leaſt relaxation from labor; nor is it 
a conſideration with them, whether it 
proceeds from idleneſs or inability, pay- 
ing, at the ſame time, little or no regard 
to age or ſex. At twelve they are 
turned in (that 1s, leave off work) to 
get what they can to refreſh nature with; 
at half paſt one the bell rings, when they 
turn out and reſume their labor until ſun 
ſet; for the laſt hour they are chiefly 
employed in picking graſs for the cattle, 
belonging to the eſtate, and when a ſuf- 
ficiency is collected for that purpoſe, 
they gather what they can for them- 
ſelves, pack it up in bundles, which they 
carry to Saint John's, on their heads, and 

ſell 


111 
ſell for one or more dogs, according to 
the quantity or demand for it. 


Not a veſſel from Europe for ſome- 
time paſt, of courſe no news for us 
tranſatlantic wanderers. Smith's tavern, 
in buſy times, the great reſort of 
tranſient people, is now taken up wholly 
by whiſt, cribbage, and all- fours; the 
parade, the change of our merchants, 
dull, as rainy weather can make it, and 
what is worſt of all, the little watch- 
maker's ſhop, from whence the ſquibs 


of the day generally take wing, is- 


almoſt deſerted; the thunder, lightning, 
and heavy rains, ſeem to have driven 
falſe pride, envy, detraction, ſcandal, 
falſhood, nay the whole hoſt of car- 
dinal vices, into obſcurity; that they may 
ever remain there is the wiſh of him, who 


ſubſcribes himſelf your's, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


20 —— 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Nov. 9, 1787. 

DAR SIR, 
HE puniſhments inflicted on ſlaves, 
in this iſland, are various and 
tormenting. The picket, is the moſt 
ſevere, but as its conſequences are well 
known in Europe, particularly among 
the military, I ſhall ſpeak no further 
upon it, than to ſay it is ſeldom made 
uſe of here, but many other cruelties 
equally deſtructive to life, though 
ſlower in their operations, are practiſed 
by the unfeeling, among which is the 
thumb- 
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thumb- ſcrew, a barbarous invention to 
faſten the thumbs together, which 
appears to cauſe excruciating pain. 
The iron necklace, is a ring, lock- 
ed or rivetted about the neck; to 
theſe collars are frequently added what 
are here termed pot-hooks, additions, 
reſembling the hooks or handles of 
a porridge pot, fixed perpendicularly, 
the bent or hooked parts turning 
outwards, which prevents the wearers 
from laying down their heads with any 
degree of comfort. The boots are 
ſtrong won rings, full four inches in cir- 
cumference, cloſed juſt above the ancles, 
to theſe ſome owners prefix a chain, 
which the miſerable ſufferers, if able 
to work, mult manage as well as they 
can, and it is not unfrequent to ſee in 
the ſtreets of this town, at mid-day, 
negroes chained together by theſe neck- 

F 4 laces 
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laces as well as by the boots, when let out 
of their dungeon for a ſhort time to 
- breath the freſh air, whoſe crime has been 
endeavoring to gain that liberty by run- 
ning away, which they well knew could 
never be otherwiſe obtained from their 
owners. The ſpurs are rings of iron, 
ſimilar to the boots, to which are added 
ſpikes from three to four inches long, 
placed horizontally. A chain faſtened 
about the body with a padlock, is an- 
other mode of tormenting this op- 
preſſed race of beings. A boy who 
has not yet ſeen his fourteenth year, 
paſſes by my houſe ſeveral times in a 
day, and has done fo for theſe ſix months 
paſt, with no other cloathing; he alſo 

lays upon his chains, and although they 
are as much in point of weight as he 
ought reaſonably to carry, yet he is 
obliged, through the day to fetch wa- 
| | ter. 
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ter from the country pond at the diſ- 
tance of half a mile from the houſe of 
his miſtreſs, who is an old widow-wo- 
man. To the .chains thus put on, a 
fifty pounds weight is ſometimes added, 
as an appendage ; this is undoubtedly 
a prudent meafure, and admirably 
well calculated to keep the ſlave at 
home, as it muſt of courſe prevent the 


object thus ſecured, from elcaping the 


rigor of his deſtiny. The bilboes, 
ſevere floggings, and ſundry other me- 
thods of torturing theſe unhappy people, 
as beſt ſuits the caprice or inventive 
cruelty of their owners or employers, 
are here inflicted. The public whip- 
per is a white man, who executes his 
office by a negroe deputy, and the 
price for every flogging is two bits. 


However hurtful or diſguſting the 
F 5 alor e- 
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aforementioned puniſhments are to thoſe 
who have minds fraught with humanity, 
every application to the magiſtrates to 
prevent the exerciſing ſuch ſeverities on 
theſe unfriended people, muſt be inef- 
fectual while there is no exiſting law in 
the iſland code enabling them to take 
cognizance of the correction of ſlaves 
by their proprietors. I could therefore 
preſume to adviſe thoſe, to whom the 
power of making laws for the good go- 
vernment of the Britiſh empire, both 
at home and abroad, is delegated, to 
enact a law for eſtabliſhing a committee 
of humanity, compoſed of men of li- 
beral principles, and fuch, no doubt, 
can be found, not only in this iſland, 
but alſo in all thoſe under the Britiſh 
government, who ſhould have entire 
controul in all caſes between the maſter 
and the ſlave, To theſe men all com- 

plaints 
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plaints ſhould be made, and by them 
and them only, ſhould puniſhments be 
directed; an act of ſuch a nature, would, 
I truſt, not only be applauded by all 
good men, but bring on the authors of it, 
the bleſſings of Heaven, and the gra- 
titude of a numerous body of unfortu- 
nate fellow creatures, 


Slaves, for criminal offences, have 
within theſe few years, been admitted 
to a trial by a jury of ſix white men, 
at which proceedings two juſtices preſide 
as judges. They are ſeldom hanged, un- 
leſs for murder, it being the intereſt of the 
owners of ſuch as are convicted, to get 
them off, the country allowing the maſters 
but half the appraiſed value of ſuch as are 
executed; they are therefore in mitigation 
generally flogged under the gallows, and 
fometimes ſent off the iſland to be ſold. 

F 6 A ſloop 
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A ſloop of war arrived a few days 
ſince at Engliſh Harbour, with an ac- 
count of the greateſt probability of a 
rupture with the French and Dutch, this 
news has put the people here into ſpirits, 
as being likely to make money circulate, - 
but I hope the matter in diſpute (what- 
ever it is) may be ſettled in ſuch manner 
as to prevent the ſpilling of human 


blood, - 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXV. 


To RG —_ 


'S &z 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Dec. 8, 1787. 

Dear S1n, 
LAVES are not permitted to marry 
cunlſequently take one anothers 
words, and change their huſbands 
and wives (as they term them) when, 
and as often as they pleaſe. - Baptiſm is 
allowed by ſome owners, but the ſlave 
mutt pay the pr ieſt for executing his office 
and the price is a dollar, Negroes and 
colored people are not buried in the 
ſame church-yard as the whites, even 
if free; the diſtinction, and the ſuperiority 
which 
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which the European race claim over the 
African, are extended as far as they can 
poſſibly go: to the grave]! but there they 
muſt ceaſe, and the hereafter, when the 
reign of human pride is over, will be di- 
rected according to the fear we have had 
of God, and the love we have borne one 


another during our earthly ſtate of 
trial. | 


Negroe funerals, particularly ſuch 
as are of old Creole families, or in eſteem 
among their fellows, are numerouſly 
attended; I have ſeen from one to two 
hundred men, women, and children, 
follow a © corpſe, decently dreſſed in 
white, which dreſs has been recom- 
mended to them by the Methodift and 
Moravian preachers, whoſe meetings 
are crouded by theſe people, and to whoſe 


diſcourſes they liſten with ſeeming at- 
| tention. 
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tention. If the party deceaſed has been 
chriſtened, and their friends can afford to 
pay for the ringing of the church bell, they 
may have that ceremony performed, as 
alſo the burial ſervice, the firſt of theſe is 
ſometimes done, the latter very ſeldom. 
The body is moſtly incloſed in a wooden 
Mell or coffin, which, during the proceſ- 
fion to the grave, is covered with a ſheet, 
by way of pall, and ſuch as have it in their 
power, bring liquor, fruit, &c. to the houſe 
of their deceaſed uncle or aunt, brother or 
ſiſter, (the common appellations, whe- 
ther related in conſanguinity or not) 
which are conſumed by the company 
while things are getting into readineſs. 


Before I leave the ſubject of negroe 


burials, I cannot avoid remarking to 
you, one, among many other ſingula- 
ritics, poſſeſſed by theſe people, as it 
will ſerve to ſhew in what manner they 
feel 
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feel, and expreſs their feelings: when 
one of their brotherhood dies, as they 
fuppoſe by ill- uſage; as ſoon as the 
body is brought out of the place where 
it was depoſited, taken upon the ſhoulders 
of the bearers, and has remained in that 
ſituation. a few ſeconds, they (the 
bearers) begin to reel and ſtagger about 
ſurpriſingly, going in zig-zags, and 
hurrying from one ſide of th. itrect to the 
other, as if forced by ſome ſupernatuial 
unpuiſe, when after carrying on this 
joke for ſometime, and probably tired 
themſelves with their 1etrugade motions, 
one or two of the muurne:s walk up to 
the head of the coffin, and talk in a 
low voice to their departed brother or 
ſiſter, the purport of which 1s to requeſt 
the deceaſed to go in an orderly man- 
ner to the place of interment ; to ſee 
them thus agitated gives great trouble 


to 
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to their friends, who are very ſorry for 
what has happened, and that Gorra- 
mitee, (the negroc manner of expreſſ- 
ing God Almiglity) will puniſh thoſe 
who have done them ill, This exor- 
dium always appeaſes the defunct, who 
then goes quietly to interment, 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XXVI. 


To mm nm, 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Jan. 1, 1788. 
DEAR Sin, 


HE general idea of Europeans, 

that blacks only are ſlaves, is 

very erroneous, for ſlavery extends to 
every deſcendant of negroes (ſlaves) 
by white men, ſuch as mulattoes, 
meſtees and yuarteroons, and the two 
latter mentioned, are frequently as fair as 
Engliſhmen, at leaſt ſuch of them as 
have been habituated to a ſea-faring 
life, or to tropical countries, I have 
ſeen perſons ſold here, having blue eyes 
and 


a 


and flaxen-hair, and complexioned equal 
almoſt to any on your ſide the water, 
but ſuch people fetch a lower price than 
blacks, unleſs they are tradeſmen, be- 
cauſe the purchaſers cannot employ them 
in the drudgeries to which negroes are 
put too; the colored men, are there- 
fore moſtly brought up to trades or em- 
ployed as houſe ſlaves, and the women 
of this deſcription are generally pro- 
ſtitutes. When taken into keeping by 
white men, they dreſs in a very ridiculous 
manner, aſſuming the name of their 
keeper for the time being, and laying it 
alide when turned off, There are per- 
fons in this iſland who let out their fe- 
male ſlaves for the particular purpoſe of 
fornication, and that, as well as publickly 
cohabiting with them, 1s conſidered here 
merely as a venial error. Theſe women 
are much more ſubſervient to the will 


of 
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of their enamoratos, from a dread of 
puniſhment than a white would be, or 
even the laws of the country ſuffer, 
for it is not uncommon for ſome 
men to beat, and otherwiſe ſeverely cor- 
rect their colored miſtreſſes. This 
connexion ſtrikes at the root of honor- 
able engagements with the fair, prevents 
marriage, and is, thereby, detrimental 
to the increaſe of legitimate population. 


I have been entertained very much 
during the laſt week by the negroes 
paying their highly abſurd compliments 
of the ſeaſon to every perſon from whom 
they think a trifle can be drawn, and 
their common wiſh, upon thoſe occa- 
ſions, is—< Long lite and croſperity”-— 
not proſperity, (obſerve, I mention this, 
leſt you ſhould ſuppoſe 1t to be an error 


of my pen.) The holidays conſiſt of 


three 


LF] 


three- days, including Chriſtmas-day, 
and ſo careful are they to prevent any 
encroachment on this privilege, that 
were their owners to give them double 
the time in lieu thereof, at any other 
ſeaſon of the year, they would not ac- 
cept it. A gentleman ſome years ago 
was murdered here by his ſlaves, purely 
becauſe he obliged them to work on 
the days appointed for holidays. 


— 


I cannot help telling you how much 
I wiſh to be with you at this ſeaſon of 
' feſtive mirth and joy, to be one to cloſe 
about your ſociable fire- ſide, to be one 
to join in the cheerful, but innocent 
holiday revels of ſong, and dance, and 


joke; to be one to ſhake the hand of 


my worthy friend, and with him an 
increaſe of happineſs with the increaſe 


of 
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of years, thereby rejoining the ſociety 
of a ſelect few, whoſe acquaintance 1 
have ſo many worthy reaſons to be 


proud of. 


Hail friendſhip ! Softener of the human heart: 
'The happy few, who offer at thy ſhrine, 

Care cannot wound with half ſo deep a ſtroke, 
As meets the ſelfiſh churl, when ills ſurround. 
And ills will come, tho“ Virtue guards the door, 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


8 


St. John's, Antigua, 
Jan. 27, 1788. 


* 


DEAR SIR, 


E begin to feel ſomewhat alive 

here, a theatre is eſtabliſhed, 

the performers gentlemen of the iſland, 
the profits of whoſe exhibitions are to 
be applied towards raifing a fund for 
compleating the Free-maſons lodge (al- 
ready in ſome forwardneſs), at the eaſt 
end of the town. The gentlemen en- 
gaged in this undertaking, deſerve much 
praiſe, not only for their endeavors to 
pleaſe and enliven the public, but alſo 
from 
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from a deſire of adding to their capital, 
a place both of ornament and utility, 
and which bade fair, without their ex- 
ertions, to have remained ſome years to 
come in the ſame unfiniſhed ſtate it has 
been for theſe two or three years paſt. 
This building, when completed, is in- 
tended for various public uſes, independ- 
ant of the purpoſes of maſonry. 


Our little houſe opened on the 
17th inſtant, with Venice Preſerved, 
preceded by an occaſional prologue ; 
the evening's entertainments were well 
received by a numerous and genteel 
audience, and upwards of one hundred 
pounds ſterling was taken, Onthe 24th the 
ſame play was repeated, with Foote's 
after piece, The Mayor of Garratt, 
which gave as much ſatisfaction as the 
firſt performance had done, and brought 

nearly 
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nearly the ſame ſum into the theatrical 
treaſury. I ſhall not boaſt of the bril- 
liancy of the ſcenery and decorations, or 
of the elegance of the dreſſes; ſuffice it 
to ſay, they ſurpaſs, by far, what I have 
ſeen belonging to itinerant companies in 
England. The orcheſtra is compoſed 
of the band of the 67th regiment, under 
the direction of a Mr, Green, organiſt 
of the church in this town, aſſiſted by 
a Mr. Van Ruyven. Mr. G. is a com- 
plete maſter of the muſical ſcience, 
and very obligingly undertook this 
laborious taſk, to add to the public 
pleaſure ; I believe no other perſon, on 
this ſide the atlantic, could conduct a 
buſineſs of the kind, with more ability 
and judgment. The houſe is divided 
into boxes and pit only; the price of 
admiſſion into the firſt, is two dollars 
(about nine ſhillings ſterling); and to 
the latter a dollar and a half. 

- 8 The 
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The mills are moſtly about (che 
term with us when grinding), but what 
the crop will produce, time only can de- 
termine. An inſect, called the Borer, 
has found its way into the canes. This 
deſtroyer perforates the rind of the plant 
and works to a joint or partition, then 
turns out and reperforates till the cane, 
thus attacked, is entirely ruined. I have 
ſeen whole pieces, on as fine land as this 
country affords, rendered totally uſeleſs, 
by the ravages of this inſet, and where 
the evil is only partial, the ſugar pro- 
duced from ſuch canes, is of the worſt 
quality, and bears the appearance of 
tar. From a hope of eradicating this 
deſtructive creature, the planters burn 
off ſuch pieces as are very much in- 
fected, and this method, if properly 
purſued, will probably annihilate them. 


On 
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On the 11th inſtant, about half paſt 
nine in the evening, 1 felt a ſlight ſhock 
of the earth. I begin to be uſed to 
them, and they now hardly alarm me. 
That the Almighty may keep you from 
every harm is the hope—the wiſh of 


Y ours, &c. &c. 
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LET TER XXVIIL. 
i 2. ST LI 


St. John's, Antigua, 
* Feb. 7, 1788. 


Dean Sm, 


HAT is it I hear from you? 
Not only that every appearance 

of war has ſubſided, but that the Britiſh - 
\ legiſlature have ſerious thoughts of re- 
Forming the abuſes in, if not totally 
aboliſhing the flave-trade to Africa, 
and ſlavery in the Weſt-Indies ? Is 
there not ſufficient ſcope in the vaſt 
fields of Indoſtan, for the virtue and 
Juſtice of a Britiſh ſenate to exerciſe its 
humane influence without extending 
the 


- 
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the - bleſſings of peace and brotherly 
love to the unfortunate Africans, there- 
by interfering with the concerns of the gay, 
the volatile Weſt-Indian? I think I hear 
you ſay “ No! let the banners of li- 
berty, which are thoſe of juſtice, and virtue 
alſo, be diſplayed in their fulleſt glory, in 
every clime under the Britiſn govern- 
ment.“ I join with you in the wiſh, 
and condemn the traffic to Africa, 
for human fleſh and blood, as the moſt 
abominable, the moſt to be abhorred 
of any ſpecies of commerce ever car- 
ried on by our countrymen ; it is a diſ- 
grace to thoſe excellent laws we. boaſt, 
and to the enlightened age we live in ; 
it tends to the corruption of morals, 
and is totally repugnant to the imme- 
diate order of the Creator, delivered by 

the heavenly hoſt, when the Saviour 
entered the world. Glory to God in the 


(7-3 higheſt, 
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higheſt, and on earth peace, good will, to- 
wards men. Neverthelefs, if the African 
ſlave trade is aboliſhed, and if Qlavery is 
ſtill continued here, ſome wholeſome laws 
for the better cloathing and feeding of 
ſlaves will be abſolutely neceſſary, for 
population will not increaſe under the 
diſadvantages of hard labor, and in- 
different food and raiment, and I have 
not a doubt, that if theſe people were 
well fed, and treated in ſuch a manner as 
human beings ought to be treated, the 
ſtock of negroes already on this iſland, 
would be fufficient for all its pur- 
poſes, without any further ſupplies from 
Africa. I do not advance this as a mere 
matter of ſpeculation, but ſpeak from 
facts, and ſhall adduce inſtances of 
them. On the eſtate of Mr. Martin 
(late treaſurer to the Princeſs Dowager 
of Wales) not one tenth of the negroes 
are 
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are Africans, and ſuch of them as are 
from that country are the anceſtors' of 
the younger Creole ſlaves. On Sir 
Ralph Payne's eſtate, out of upwards 
of five hundred as fine ſlaves as any in 
the iſland, I have been well informed, 
there is not even ten ſalt- water negroes ; 
other plantations could be mentioned, 
where the ſlaves, Africans and Creoles, 
are nearly in the ſame proportion as thoſe 
already ſpoken of, but as two, is as ſuf- 
ficient as two hundred to ſhew you that 
what I have advanced on the ſubject of 
propagation can be, nay is, effected by 
good uſage, I ſhall not trouble you with 
a third. The climate is ſimilar to their 
own, but generally ſaid to be better, there- 
fore the mortality among them, cannot 
with juſtice be placed to that account. Now 
it this buſineſs of abolition takes place - 
4 and 


8 

and it there is not a very ſharp look out 
kept, to prevent the ſmuggling of the 
produce of this iſland to the ſlave- 
market, which I ſhould ſuppoſe will be 
the iſiand of St. Euſtatia (as proba- 
bly, the French, Dutch, and Ame- 
_ ricans will be for puſhing this trade 
when abandoned by the Britiſh) it 
will tend much to the hurt of the re- 
venue and be a means of weaken- 
ing our great national bulwark, the 
Navy ; firſt, by the loſs of the four 
and half per cent received here on the 
ſhipment of goods ; ſecondly, by the 
duties when arrived in Britiſn ports; 
thirdly, by the loſs of fieight, to ſhip 
owners, which will naturally lefien the 
number of veſſels employed and con- 
ſequently effect one of our greateſt nur- 
ſeries for: ſailors. It will alſo ſerve, 
without the before mentioned prevention, - 
as. 
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as a heavy tax upon the planter, with- 
out benefitting the mother ' country 1n 
the ſmalleſt degree, for what with the 
coſt of the ſlaves, at the foreign- market, 
and the expences attending thereon, 
they will ſtand him in double the price 
they are new purchaſed for. This 

is as it ſtrikes me, but no doubt when 
ſuch an event takes place, the wiſdom 
and vigilance of a Britiſh Parliament, 
will provide every matter neceſſary to 
give the law its full effect. 


I remain, &c, &c. 


| 
| 
| 
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LETTER XXIX. 
To ==, cn, 


St. John's, Antigua, 
March 1, 1788. 
Dear S1R, 
ILFULLY killing a ſlave, is, by 
a law of this iſland, finable only; 
but there is another act of this legiſlature, 
more cruel by far even than that, which 
{ſtipulates the price of blood, as being 
more extenſive in- its conſequences, by 
ſubjecting ſuch as are abſolutely free to all 


the rigid local laws of this iſland and the 


concomutant horrors annexed to ſlavery, 
which is, that if a negroe or colored 
ſtranger, is found idling (that is out of 


employ, and it muſt be with much dif- 


| ficulty, 


1 
ficulty, and ſtrong recommendation, that 
a free perſon can get employment), he 
or ſhe is to be taken up and put into the 
common jail, and advertiſed by the Mar- 
mal, by name, for an owner, as a fup- 
poſed runaway, which advertiſement is 
repeated two or three times, and if the 
party, ſo made public, is not owned in a 
time limited therein, he or ſhe is ſold by 
public auction (here called vendue) to 
the beſt bidder, under an order ſigned 
by two magiſtrates. Thus is a free perſon, 
from a difference in complexion only, 
made a ſlave, from not having it in their 
power to obtain buſineſs, in a country 
which ſeldom employs any others but 
faves ; and although theſe acts are the 
moſt diabolical ever paſſed by any ſet of 
men, holding the office of legiſlators, 
they are the acts of an iſland belonging to 
Great Britain, Notwithſtanding which, 
6 >; ; -- ahe 
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the people here (independant of their 


laws) are not in general more cruel 


t than in England, but where indivi- 
duals are poſſeſſed of hard- heartedeſs, 


and where they are dead to the feelings 
of human miſery, this is the place to 
exerciſe the unworthineſs of their diſ- 
politions ; this is the place to gratify 
every low. and inordinate paſſion of the 


- foul, in its fulleſt extent. But there 


is a hope from the known humanity, and 


ſound underſtanding of the Governor, 


Council, and Aſſembly, that both theſe 
abominable acts will ſhortly be repealed; 
for as men acting under a government 
whoſe boaſt is © the equal diſtribution 
of juſtice,” they muſt look on thoſe 
laws as a diſgrace to their ſtatute book, 
which places one fellow creature ſo much 
in the power of another, and, I hope, 


never to have cauſe, even to think, that 


any 


„ 
any ſet of enlightened men can entertain 
ſuch abſtracted notions of liberty, as to 
ſuffer ſuch cruel impoſitions to remain 
any longer in force. Jamaica, I am in- 
formed, has ſet an example to the other 
Hands, worthy of imitation, by expung- 
ing the firſt mentioned of theſe odious 


acts from their records, and it is now 


felony, without benefit of clergy, in 
that iſland, for the wilful murder of a 
ſlave.— Many ſlaves, who cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to be murdered, die from a 
want of care, or continual ill- uſage, 


which the law (thoſe who are to admin- 


iſter it being willing) cannot take cog- 
nizance of; theſe unfortunate people, not 
being allowed the benefit of a coroner's 
inqueſt, and from the nature of the 
climate, which brings en putridity im- 
mediately after death, they are hurried 
to the grave almoſt as ſoon as the breath. 

* has 
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has left their bodies; where inquiry 
ceaſes. Indeed perſons of the firſt con- 


fequence are moſtly buried within * 


twenty-four hours after their deceaſe. 


Slaves are obliged, under a penalty of 
a flogging, to quit the ſtreets, of this 
town, at bell rin-, about a quarter be- 
fore ten, at which time the nightly 
watch is ſet; theſe guardians of noc- 
turnal repoſe, conſiſt of fifty white men, 
and half of that number are, or ſhould 
be, upon duty every night, but this bu- 
ſineſs is very indifferently performed, 
and the remiſineſe is ſaid to be owing to 
the public, being conſiderably in arrears. 
to the watch fund. 


I remain, &c, &c. 


. 
. 
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LETTER XXX. 
To — — 


St. John's, Antigua, 
March 14, 1788, 


DEAR SIR, 


TEGROES are very fond of the 
diſcordant notes of the banjar, 
and the hollow ſound of the toombah. 
The banjar is ſomewhat ſimilar to the 
guittar, the bottom, or under part, is 
formed of one half of a large calabaſh, 
to which is prefixed a wooden neck, and it 
is ſtrung with cat - gut and wire. This in- 
ſtrument is che invention of, and was 
brought here by the African negroes, 
who are moſt expert in the performances 
thereon, 


thereon, which are principally their own 
country tunes, indeed I do not remem- 
ber ever to have heard any thing like 
European numbers from its touch. The 
toombah 1s ſimilar to the tabor, and has 
gingles of tin or ſhells; to this muſic (if 
it deſerves the name) I have ſeen a 
hundred or more dancing at a time, 
their geſtures are extravagant, but not 
more ſo than the principal dancers at your 
Opera-houſe, and, I believe, were ſome 
of their ſteps and motions introduced 
into the public amuſements at home, by 
French or Italian dancers, they would be 
well received; I do not mean, by the bye, 
to indicate that the movements of theſe 
fables are altogether graceful, but their 
agility and the ſurpriſing command of 
their limbs, is aſtoniſhing ; this can be 
accounted for only by their being habitu- 
ated to a warm climate, were elaſticity is 

2: -- m"——_ 
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more general than in the colder latitudes : 
The principal dancing time is on Sunday 
afternoons, when the great market is 
over (the nature and utility of which 
I propoſe to give you in my next), in- 
fact Sunday is their day of trade, their 
day of relaxation, their day of pleaſure, 
and may, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the 
words, be called the negroes holiday. 


Our theatre has attractions, whether 
it is owing to the abilities of the gentle- 
men performers, or from the attentions | 
paid the fair, who viſit it in great num- 
bers, is not for me to determine, but 
we have generally good houſes. I will 
write you particulars on this ſubject 
ſoon. Adieu 


I remain, &c. &c. 


— 


* 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Fo — —. 


Saint John's, Antigua, 
| March 28, 1788. 
Dzar SIR, 


N my laſt I promiſed you an account 

of the Sunday market, and will now 
perform that promiſe. This market is 
held at the ſouthern extremity of the 
town, on the land of John Otto Baijer, 
Eſq; between three roads, leading to 
Five Iſlands, Bermudian Valley, and 
Engliſh Harbour, and is about as large 
again as the Royal Exchange; here an 
aſſemblage of rnany hundred negroes 
and mulattoes expoſe, for ſale, poultry, 


pige, 
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pigs, kids, vegetables, fruit, and other 
things ; they begin to aſſemble by day- 
break and the market is generally 
crouded by ten o'clock ; this 1s the pro- 
per time to purchaſe, for the week, ſuch 
articles as are not periſhable; The noiſe 
_ occaſioned by the jabber of the negroes, 

and the ſqualling and cries of the children 
baſking in the ſun, exceeds any thing I 
ever heard in a London market: The 
ſmell is alſo intolerable, proceeding from 
the ſtrong effluvia, naturally ariſing from 
the bodys of theſe people, and from the 
ſtinking falt-fiſh and ocher offencibles 
ſent for ſale by huckiters, Whien che 
negroes will buy, even when in the laſt 
ſtage of rottenneſs, to ſeaſon their pots 
with, and I do not exaggera.- when I 
fay that the noſtrills will receive the 
fragrance of this place, when at the 


diſtance of a full quarter of a mile from 


Lens | 
it, to leeward. About three o'clock 
buſineſs is nearly over, when the huck- 
ſters ſhops are filled, and their doors 
crouded, and new rum grog is ſwilled in 
large quantities to the benefit of the 
retailers and deſtruction of the negroes; 
ſome, as I before wrote you, dance, 
others play at dice (as they call it) with 
ſmall ſhells, and frequently loſe, not only 
every dog that they have been working 
for through the day, but ſo great is their 
love of play, that the very trifling clothes 
from their backs is a forfeit to their miſ- 
chance. It is not uncommon for them, 
when intoxicated, to turn out to fight in 
Otto's paſture (ac; oining the market); 
they are not confined to rules, like the 
gentlemen brutes with you, but give 
their blows how, and where they can, 
generally open handed, and it is all fair 
to 2 each others wool, kneel upon, 
| | beat 
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beat when down, or indeed whatever 
they have power to do, to the hurt of their 
adverſary. They are puniſhable by law 
for fighting, but the law ſeldom inter- 
feres. The ſight of a gun, or a white 
man, laying about him with a whip, 
will diſperſe them immediately; and a 
negroe durſt not return a blow, under 
the forfeiture of their right hand. 


This rigid law was introduced, I learn, 
to prevent the inſurrections of ſlaves; 
which, about fifty years ago, had nearly 
proved fatal to the white inhabitants of 

.this iſland. 


] remain, &c. &c. 
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- LETTER XXXII. 


St. John's, Antigua, 
April 12, 1788. 


Dear Sin, 

HIS ifland iflues three weekly 

news-papers, namely, the An- 
tigua Chronicle, the Antigua Gazette, 
and the Antigua Journal; I wiſh I could 
fay any one of them was free, but 
freedom, alas ! doth not extend her in- 
fluence to this place. The firſt men- 
tioned of theſe prints, attempted, very 
lately, to break from the bands of 
venality, and put forth a motto, which 


gave flattering hopes of ſucceſs, but ſome 
letters 
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letters which expoſed the impoſitions 
practiſed in conducting a part of the 
public buſineſs, and other letters ſup- 
poſed to effect the feelings of a man in 
office, by expoſing his amours, his ri- 
diculous attachments, and his ſelf- created 
conſequences, appearing therein; certain 
perſons, thirty-three in number, ſome of 


whom having weight in the iſland, and 


others of no weight at all, put their 
names to a paper which they ſent by a 
meſſenger (one of thoſe who had ſigned 
it) to the printer's office, the purport 
of which was, that they, the under- 
ſigned, would withdraw their ſubſcrip- 
tions, if ſuch letters were not diſcon- 
tinued. This dreadful intimidation had 
the deſired eſſect; notwithſtanding ſeveral 
public ſpii ited men offered to make up 
the deficiency to the printer, by addition- 
al payments; but he having recently 

ſuffered 
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ſuffered ſeverely, from the power of the 
man whoſe follies the laſt mentioned 
letters were ſuppoſed to have laſhed, 
thought it moſt prudent to ſtop their 
further publication. Thus was. done 
away the liberty of the preſs, in this 
iſland, to the diſgrace of thoſe who were 
the cauſe of it, as dupes to the artifices 
of oſtentation and chicanery, and the 
Antigua Chronicle has now ſunk into 
that nothingneſs (which had already 
pervaded the other two) ſuitable to the 
genius of arrogance, folly, and deſpotiſm. 


We live here on ſhaking ground, 
another earthquake at half paſt three in_ 
the morning of the third inſtant. 


I remain, &c, &c, 


LET. 


= 1 145 J 


LETTER XXXIII 


To — 


St. John's, Antigua, 


| April 30, 1788. 
Dear Sin, 


INCE my laſt, part of the 49th 

regiment has arrived here, under 
the command of Major Campbell, and 
they now occupy our barracks, in place 
of the 67th, gone to Grenada; I ſaw the 
latter embark, and. regret fat viſibly on 
the countenances of both officers and 
privates, no doubt from leaving an iſland 
were they had been well treated; the 
officers, in particular, having lived in 
the habits of ſociability with the inhabi- 
H tants, 
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tants, and in harmony with each other, 
ſince the diſagreable buſineſs of the 
court martial, held on Capt. H, 
in the year 1786. The men of the 49th 
were drawn up on- the barrack ground 
ſoon after they arrived, and, allowing 
for their paſſage to cauſe ſome difference 
in their appearance, to what it will be 
when they have been in barracks a fort- 
night or three weeks, they looked very 
well. The © officers" are men of good 
appearance, ſome of them, T underſtand, 
have been in this part before, of courſe 
have a knowledge of the country and 
will be particular in preventing the men 
from a too free uſe of new rum, which 
is the true cauſe of laying ſo many un- 

experienced Europeans in their graves, 
and not the clime, to which it has been 
falſely attributed. 


At 
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At our Court of Grand Seflions, 
in March laſt, a free negroe, name 


Richard, was tried and convicted for 


the murder of a black woman, belong- 
ing to the Rev. Mr. Teale, and has 
ſince been executed. Two Jews, by the 
names of Vanban and Marcus, were 
tried for the robbery of a brother 
Iſraelite; Marcus was caſt for death 
but ſince pardoned (as it requires intereſt 
to get a white man hanged), and 
Vanban ſentenced to the pillory; I went 


on the appointed day to this exhibition, 


and what was my aſtoniſhment when I 


ſaw the culprit holding, with one hand, 


his hat before his face, and with the 
other, ſupporting an umbrella, to pre- 
vent the ſun from warming his head: 
this ſtruck me, not only as a ſhameful 


perverſion of juſtice (who, by ordering 


the puniſhment-of the pillory, meant 
H 2 the 
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the expoſure of the offender), but alſo 


as a proſtitution of the dignity of 
paraſols. 


It is now (what is here called) Court 
time, (i. e) the time for recovering 
debts, either by action or complaint. 
The firſt Court is generally held the 
latter end of March, or the beginning 
of April, and the other days appointed 
for this buſineſs, are every fourth Tueſ- 
day, independant of adjournments, till 
the 8th or 10th of Auguſt. A complaint 
here, is the ſame as a ſummons at 
London, but extends to debts under ten 
pounds, except when the ſum is the re- 
maining part of a debt, originally more 


than thirty pounds. 


The ſolicitors are advocates alſo. 
A Mr. Burke, mentioned in a former 
letter, 


[ 149 J 

ſetter, ſtands foremoſt for energetic 
declamation; Mr. Hicks and Mr. 
Wiſe, for ingenuous argument ; the 
language of the latter is elegant 
poſſeſſing, at the fame time, the 
luxurious flowers of rhetoric and fine 
oratory, and this gentleman would 
be ſtill greater, were it not for a diffi- 
dence, which J am fearful is conſtitutional. 
It is to be deplored that ſuch abili- 
ties ſhould be confined to ſo ſmall a 
circle as this iſland, abilities, which 
would poſſibly enable the poſſeſſor (if 
at the bar of the Weſtminſter courts) 
to raiſe himſelf to the firſt eminence in 
his profeſſion, 


I remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
6. 


St. John's, Antigua, 
| May 10, 1788. 
Dran SIR, N 
HE aſternoon of the eighth in- 
ſtant, the houſe of Mr. Looby, 
an aſſiſtant judge, in Biſhopſpate-ſtreet, 
or Spring- garden, was diſcovered to be 
on fire; the church bell, as well as thoſe 
of the plantations within ſight of it, an- 
nounced the dreadful alarm to the fright- 
ened inhabitants: I immediately went 
towards the place, and on my way, ob- 
ſerved terror to fill the countenance of 


every perſon, no doubt proceeding from 
the 


F 
the ſevere and recent ſufferings many of 
chem had experienced. When I reach- 
ed the place, I found ſeveral of the 
gentlemen, members of the friendly 
fire company, were already there, and 
alſo a detachment of the troops of the 
49th regiment, with Major Campbell 
at their head. By the joint exertions of 
theſe two bodies, the town was pre- 
ſerved, probably, from total deſtruc- 
tion, with the loſs. of only. one tolerable 
houſe and a few. inſignificant huts ; the 
engines were worked with great dex- 
terity, when conſidered how very ſel- 
dom. they are brought into action, and 
the negroes aſſiſted in extinguiſhing the 
flames, as if they had been really in- 
tereſted in the welfare of the place. 
This fire is ſaid to have happened through 
che careleſſneſs of a negroe woman. 21 


H 4 | —_ 
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The friendly fire company, an inſtitu- 
tion of the greateſt utility, owes its: 
eſtabliſhment to the fire of 1782, and 
every member belonging thereto, 
obliges himſelf to keep in good preſer- 
- vation a certain, number of buckets and' 
fire-bags, and allo to excerciſe their en- 
gines at ſtated periods. Great praiſe, 
and che thanks of the community de- 
ſervedly belong to the founders of the ſo- 
ciety, as well as to the gentlemen who 
at preſent compoſe it, particularly when 
it is conſidered that the ſtores and ware- 
houſes of the merchants, contain pro- 
perty to a vaſt amount, and that inſu- 
rance did not extend to this iſland until 
after this company was formed. The 
Phœnix, or New Fire- office, in Lom- 
bard-ſtreet, was the firſt to ſend its pro- 
poſals here, and J learn that at this mo- 
ment, they ſtand alone in Weſt-India 


_ riſks, 
5 Jam 
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I am juſt going to ſup off mangrove 
oyſters, of which ſo much has been ſaid 
and ſo little believed concerning their 
growing upon trees, which I will 
here explain, The mangrove buſhes 
grow in the creeks or ſwampy places, 
near the ſea, and many of the branches 
are under water, to theſe the oyſters 
(t fuppoſe from ſomething peculiar in 
the plant) adhere ſo faft, that in removing 
them, the bark is frequently brought 
away with the ſhell; they are very ſmall 


but of a flayor equal to thoſe of Col» 
cheſter, and give a zeſt to bottled 


porter ſuperior to any thing whatever. 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
70 — —. 


St. John's, Antigua, 

May 16, 1788. 
DAR Sin, 
TDARTHQUAKES are become fre- 
/ quent. This morning while I fat 
at breakfaſt, the earth ſhook vio- 
lently three or four times, many of the 
Whites as well as negroes were much 
alarmed and ran into the ſtreet. I was 
under great. apprehenſion of more 
ſhocks, but happily all has: been quiet 
throughout the day, now nine o'clock 
in the evening. 


The 
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The inhabitants of this place ſeem 
determined to baniſh dulneſs, long the 
tutelar divinity of the iſland, for inde- 
pendant of the theatre, a fubſcription 
aſſembly is eſtabliſhed, at Smith's ta- 
vern, where the creole beauties dance on. 
the light fantaſtic toe and where 
ſuch gentlemen. who are not. ſo happy as 
to engage a partner among the fair, play 
at cards and converſe ; by twelve the 
ſupper is on the table, and by two 
o'clock the rooms are cleared. 


Our theatricals go on well, ſince I laſt 
wrote to you on that head, ſeveral pieces. 
have been brought out, and received with 
an applauſe that cannot fail to be gra- 
tifying, to the gentlemen: concerned in 
theſe amuſements.. The Orphan, King 
Henry the Fourth, Weſt-Indian, Lethe, 
and Lying Valet, are among thoſe al- 

H. 6 , ready 
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ready - played, and King Lear. The 
Fair Penitent, Jane Shore, and ſeveral 
farces are getting in readineſs, but it is 
-now a doubt whether J ſhall continue 
on the iſland until they are enacted, 
nevertheleſs, I ſhall cheerfully give up 
that ſatisfaction, for the pleaſure of hear- 


ing the inchanting notes of a Billington, 


the admired declamation of a Siddons, 
the laughable buffoonery of an Edwin, 
or the dry humour of a Quick, or a 
Parſons. The heat is now, and has 
been for ſeveral days paſt, exceſſive; 
1 drink a great quantity of weak punch 
to keep up perſpiration, as the beſt means 
of preventing a fever. General Sir Tho- 
mas Shirley will review the troops on this 
iſland on the 29th, and intends failing for 
England in a few days after, in the Roe- 
hamton, c Roſs ; Mr, Nugent, of 

Tortola, 


Lam þ 

Tortola, is coming here to reſide, as 
Lieutenant Governor, but if that gen- 
tleman ſhouldnotarrive before the depar- 
ture of Sir Thomas Shirley, the govern- 
ment will devolve on the Preſident, the 
Hon. Aſhton Warner, Eſq; a gentleman. 
of great integrity, reſpectability, and 
honor, 


remain, &c, &e.. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


To — Q 


St. John's, Antigua, 
June 4, 1788. 
Dear Six, 

E RE, in addition to every incon- 
venience which an European ſuf- 

fers in his own clime (cold excepted) may 
be added thoſe ariſing from the inſects, 
reptiles, and vermin, for the propaga- 
tion of which, this iſle may deſervedly be 
ſtiled the hot bed. Rats abound in ſuch 
quantities, in the cane pieces, that they 
often do much damage to the plants. 
The houſes are infected by moſquitos, 
fand- flies, merry- wings, ſcorpions, centi- 
pieds 
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pieds, and many others, which ſting in- 


tolerably. White people incloſe their 


beds with moſquito nets, made of 


Scotch lawn, or any other light mate- 
rial, to prevent the intruſion of theſe 
troubleſome viſitors, but notwithſtand- 
ing this precaution, they do frequently 
get into the beds and night clothes. 
Ants are of various kinds, and in- 
numerable, both within and without 
doors, and it is impoſſible to keep 
either victuals or ſweets from them, but 
by ſurrounding with water the diſhes, 
or whatever ſuch things are put into, 


or by hanging them to the raſtors by a 


cord, or ſtring, rubbed with caſtor oil. 


The cockroach,. about the ſize of a 
cockchafer, and not very diſſimilar 
thereto, is the moſt harmleſs inſe& 
here, having no ſting, but it is diſagree- 

able 
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able and troubleſome. ;. for. as ſoon as the 
evening approaches, they get into the 
houſes, ſettle. upon you, and run over 
your cloaths and furniture. Potatoe- 
lice, called, alſo bete- rouge, is an ex- 
ceeding ſmall inſect, which lodges it- 
ſelf in the pours of the ſkin and itches 
in ſo great a degree, that, unleſs al- 
layed by acids or other means, it is im- 
poſſible to avoid ſcratching the affected 
parts until they are in a ſtate of inflama- 


tion. 


* 7 he chigger is a ſmall inſect, 
which attacks the feet, but more par- 
ticularly the toes, it penetrates the ſkin, 
forms a bag berween that and the fleſh, 
and lays its eggs, or nits, unknown to 
thoſe that bear them. Some people here 
fay.it is a pleaſure to have one of theſe 
creatures, that the ſenſation they. cauſe is 

amuſing 


. 


amuſing; I have had them, but I can 
not ſay that I found my gueſts quite ſo 
pleaſing, in fact, at ill times, I would 
rather, according to the old phraſe, 
© have their room than their company.“ 


The guana is a ſpecies of lizard, 
about two feet long, independant of its 
tail, and is the moſt hideous creature I 
ever beheld, but it is harmleſs, and the 
fleſh faid to be good eating. 


The wood-ſlave, the moſt dangerous 
reptile in the. univerſe, * is about four 
inches long, and two broad, ſomewhat 
like a toad, but narrower bodied and 
ſhort legged, the bite, as well as the nip 


of its claws, are attended with the moſt 


fatal conſequences, each toe terminates 
in the form of a calliper or ſugar nipper, 
and they take ſuch faſt hold by 

theſe 
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theſe, means, that it is impoſſible 
to extricate them from the part they 
attack, but by cutting them away, and, 
if- the ſmalleſt particle remains within. 
the fleſh, the conſequence is mortal. 
Theſe creatures are principally about 
old wood, and old wooden buildings, 
from whence they derive their name. 
Happy for this Iſland, very few of, them, 
are to be found in it, but in Dominica L 
am informed they abound. 


At ſun- ſet, ſnakes, lizards, crickets, and 
numerous et ceteras, begin to hiſs and 
ery from the buſhes and prickly: 
pears, and never ceaſe their clamorous. 
vociterations till nearly ſun-riſe ; but, as 
a counterpoiſe, in ſome meaſure, for the 
foregoing diſagreeables, the air is as ſa- 
babrious as any in the world. 


The 
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The review, which I apprized you of 
in my laſt, took place on the time ap- 


pointed; the manceuvreing was well per- 


formed ; and notwithſtanding the many 
diſadvantages they muſt neceſſarily lay 


under from the heat of the climate, went. 


through their evolutions much to the 
ſatisfaction of the general, the officers, 
and the numerous ſpectators. 


1 remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


n 


St. John's, Antigua, 
DAR Sin, 

1 iſland is the principal reſidence 
of the Governors of the Leeward 
Charibbee Iſlands, who are ſeldom or 
ever approved of by the people, over 
whom they are appointed to preſide. If 
a Governor is an active man, and: 
looks with perſpicuity into public affairs, 
as becomes the good magiſtrate and the 
true repreſentative of Royalty, he is 
hated, becauſe, among other things, he 
will, to the utmoſt of his power, check 
ſmuggling, 
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ſmuggling, which is carried on, in a 


great degree, between this iſland, and 


thoſe of the French, Dutch, and Danes. 
Indeed this ſpot ſeems to be particularly 
adapted to clandeſtine traffic, from the 
many out bays, harbours, and coves it 


poſſeſſes. But this buſineſs is not of 


modern date here, for ſo long back as the 
adminiſtration of General, Daniel Parke, 
it was carried on with avidity, and an 
attempt to prevent the ill conſequences 


ariſing therefrom to the fair trader, was the 


real cauſe of his death, being cruelly mur- 
dered, in this town, on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, 1710, by a mob in actual rebellion; 
ſome of the aſſaſſins were ſent to Eng- 
land, tried and convicted, but by the 
death of Queen Ann they eſcaped the 
puniſhment due to their crimes, being 
releaſed by the general pardon, granted, 


on the acceſſion of the Houſe of 


Hanover, 


Some 
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Some of the Governors have been 
© blamed for being too familiar with the 
people, while others have been equally 
reprehenſible for too much reſervedneſs, 
and when they have a ruler who will let 
them have their own way, he is too eaſy, 
and gains the epithet of * fool!” hardly 
any man ever acquired credit amongſt 
them as their chief, except the late Sir 
George Thomas, and Sir Ralph Payne, 
both Weſt-Indians, who knew the dif- 
poſitions of the people they had to 
govern, and by prudently keeping the _ 
arrogant at as great a diſtance, 'as the 
more modeſt would naturally keep them- 
ſelves, they had the good fortune to be 
approved. Sir Thomas Shirley, who 
Teft this ifland and his government, about 
a fortnight ſince, refuſed the honors 
offered to him by the legiſlature, con- 
ceiving himſelf to have been treated 
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even in an ungentleman- like manner, 
by that body, previous to their vote of 
civilities; and with the proper dignity of 
well founded reſentment; he went on 
board the Rochampton, attended only 


by his own Secretary and a few ſelect 
friends. 


I hope to be able to quit this place 
in a few weeks, and ſhall ſoon apprize 
you when and how, as veſſels are leav- 
ing this port almoſt every, day for 
Europe, 


I-remain, &c. &c. 


> / 
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E T TER xXXVIII. 
To — —. 


St. John's, Antigua, 

Juh. 15, 1788. 

DEAR SIR, 
Wrote you ſome time ſince, that the 


virtue of- the Creole fair, was faid 


to be ſuperior to the arts of ſeduction. 


But, alas! they are frail as well as their 


beautiful ſiſters of Europe, and, as an 


inſtance, we have had a trial for crim. 
con. in the Court of Common Pleas, on 


the firſt inſtant. The offending parties, 


were a lady, the wife of a ſchool-maſter, 


and her gallant, a planter; the firſt very 
young, the latter rather deſcending into 


the vale of years, but as you well know 


there is no ſuch thing as accounting for 
| Ss the 


> 


. 
2 — 


Fo] 

the unaccountable taſte of the ladies, 
I ſhall ſpare myſelf the trouble of com- 
menting on this lady's choice, and come 
at once to the trial, which began about 
ten o'clock in the morning, and laſted 
till four in the afternoon; the damages 
' were laid at ſeveral thouſand pounds; in- 
deed the little teacher thought him- 
ſelf very much hurt, but of that in 
the ſequel; the counſel, according to 
ancient cuſtom in ſuch cafes, made long 
ſpeeches, and endeavoured to do every 
thing they could for their reſpective 
clients; the principal part of the evi- 
dence came from three young ladies, 
two of whom were ſiſters, both in blood 
and iniquity, the other a noviciate in 
the Cyprian rites. Miſs Jenny R, 
one of the ſiſters, told what ſhe knew of 
the matter in a manner that would have 
ſhamed the moſt abandoned - proſtitute 
of Covent-Garden; the other two had. 
[ ſome 


u- 
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ſome few latent ſparks of modeſty re- 
maining, and could not tell their tale 
with ſuch unbluſhing cheeks and li- 


bidinous look, as Miſs Jenny, but not- 
- withſtanding it was ſometimes with dif- 


ficulty that truth was drawn from this 
trio of virgins, the fact was proved, 
and, at the ſame time, another fact was 


eſtabliſhed alſo, which was, that this 


very much injured huſband, had been an 
induſtrious laborer in vineyards of ſe- 
duction and proſtitution, for which reaſon 
the jury brought in a verdict, for the 
gentleman of the cane and birch, with 
five hundred pounds damages only: And 
here, to the honor of the iſland, it is 
worthy of remark, that this trial is the 
only inſtance for the aforementioned of- 
fence, for the laſt forty years. A ſmart 


ſhock of an earthquake on Sunday laſt, 


in the morning, which gave much alarm, 
but did no damage. 
* 


I was 


* 

I was at the play on the 1oth, Jane 
Shore, and for want of females in the 
dramatic walk, our repreſentative of the 
lovely Jane © once the faireſt amongſt 
Engliſh dames,” was a gentleman, he 
ſpoke it well, but looked it ill; the parts 
of Haſtings and Dumont, were well filled; 
indeed, Mr. M—t--n, the gentleman 
who performed the latter character, is a 
finiſned actor. Notwithſtanding the aid 
of ventilators, and altho' a part of the 
roofing boards were removed alſo for the 
more free admiſſion of air, I ſuffered 
much from the extreme heat of the 
houſe ; a moſt violent head ach was the 
conſequence, from which I am now 
hardly recovered. I ſhall not attend any 
other theatrical exhibition in this place, 
having poſſitively fixed my departure for 
the firſt of Auguſt. | 

I remain, &c, &c. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


70 — —. 


St. John's, Antigua, 
July 21, 1788. 
DEAR SiR, 


H E blue regiment of militia, of 

this iſland, being moſt conſiderable 
in point of numbers, and from muf- 
tering in the vicinity of St. John's, 
has afforded me more frequent op- 
portunities of ſeeing its manceuvres 
than I could, with any degree of con- 
venience, have of viewing the other regi- 
ments of the ſame deſcription, and as 
ſpeaking of one, is, in fact ſpeaking of 
the whole, I ſhall only trouble you with 


an 
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an account of this corps, which con- 
fiſts of a grenadier company, a light in- 
fantry company, and battalions ; the 
grenadiers and light infantry, are 
habited regimentally, but the bat- 
talions remind me of Shakeſpeare's de- 
| ſcription of Jack-Falſtaff's heroes, 
* who would fill a pit as well as other 
men” few, very few of theſe troops, ex- 
cept the grenadiers, know even the 
common exerciſe, I have ſeen the 
negroes laughing at their unſoldier-like 
performances. The laſt time I attended 
the military operations of this body, new 
colors were diſplayed ; they are elegant, 
and the motto, which 1s in their center, | 
is taken from one borne in the civil "1 
wars, on the royal fide with the omiſſion | 
of the word Grege, being only Pro 
Rege et Lege, but if the King and laws al 
were to receive no better protection | 
than what this body of military men 

TTY 55 are 
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are capable of affording ben, they 

muſt very ſoon be in a diſagreeable pre- 

dicament. Theſe troops have neither 
fife nor drum. 


I have alſo ſeen the troop of horſe 
carbiniers, about thirty in number, 
drawn up and exerciſed, AP made 
aukward play of it. 


The company of artillery are ſaid to be 
tolerably diſciplined, but I have not had 
any opportunity of ſeeing the perform- 
ance of theſe men, from the guns hav- 
ing unfortunately been ſuffered to remain 
in the arſenal, or ſtore-houſe, under the 
rubbiſh occaſioned by the falling in of 
the roof of that building. Such is the 
narrow policy of this government, It 
muſt be a matter of ſurpriſe to Britons, 
that the people in vow in the colony 
| ſhould 


E 

ſhould fo much neglect that beſt of in- 
ſtitutions for public ſafety, and in- 
_ ternal protection, the Militia, when 
the great diſproportion of twelve blacks. 
and colored perſons to one white is. 
conſidered as now- exiſting, and when 
it is obſerved that eleven twelfths of 
the blacks are ſlaves, as are alſo many 
well informed mungrels, mulattoes, and 
meſtees, too often to unfeeling owners, 
and when it is remarked that at this par- 
ticular period the people of Britain. 
ſeem almoſt determined on the abolition. 
of the ſlave-trade to Africa, and may 
poſſibly extend their project to at leaſt the 
amendment of the ſlave-laws in the Weſt- 
Indies, from a knowledge of which. 
proceedings it is next to an impoſſibility 
to keep. them ignorant, it is but reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, if they catch the idea 
that the people at home favor their cauſe, 

a con- 
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a confidence may be raiſed in them, hi- 
therto unknown to the race, and the 
love of liberty, which I believe per- 
vades the heart of man, whether black 
or white, as the firſt and ruling prin-- 
eiple, might inſpire them to make a 
grand effort to throw off the yoke, under 
which they at preſent groan, and re- 
cover their natural right, their liberty. 
Nov in ſuch a caſe, and in ſuch a cauſe, 
ſuppoſe about twelve hundred men, al- 
moſt as ignorant of military diſcipline 
as the negroes, oppoſed to forty thouſand 
perfons (for the women are as capable 
as the men of - enduring fatigue, and 
would, no doubt, join in the cauſe) 
what would be the conſequence, but a 
dreadful carnage, if not the total anni- 
hilation of the whites ! This obſervation 
does not apply to Antigua only, but to 
the other iſtes under the Britiſh govern- 

| ment, 


„ 
ment, in the Weſt-Indies, where the 
fame diſproportion reigns, from which I 
believe not one can be excepted but 
Barbadoes, It therefore doth behove 
thoſe in power, if only for the preſer- 
vation of their own lives and properties, 
to keep upa ſtrit military diſcipline, and 
endeavor alſo, by every poſſible en- 
couragement, to encreaſe the number of 
white inhabitants. To adapt meaſures 
effective of preſervation from ill, is a 
duty impoſed upon us by reaſon and 
common ſenſe, and reaſon and common 
ſenſe forbid that any ſet of men ſhould 
turn a deaf ear to their dictates, 


I remain, &c, &c. 
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St. John's, Antigua, 
a July 26, 1788. 
DAR SIR, 98 
Y remarks are cloſed: I have 
taken a paſſage on board the 
Sarah and Ann, Capt. William Farrer, 
bound for London, which will poſitively 
fail on the firſt of Auguſt. The plea- 
ſure which my imagination paints, I ſhall 
experience, on ſeeing again my native 
country and eſteemed fiiends, is be- 
yond the powers of my pen to deſcribe. 
But notwithſtandin I. diſlike the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of this place, yet I 
{hall 
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ſhall leave it with regret, for the 
two following reaſons: from having 
enjoyed uninterrupted health; and 
from having received much kind- 
neſs and civility from many people 
here: May they ever proſpe r !And 
wherever in the courſe of my letters, to 
you, I have mentioned the follies and 
extravagancies of the inhabitants, of 
this iſland, in too general terms, I muſt 
here beg leave to except the worthy, 
who are many, from the leaſt particle 
of cenſure on my part. I have been 
drawinga picture, which may be compared 
to a landſcape of extenſive view, wherein 
the beauties and deformities are ſo blend- 
ed, as to make it utterly impoſſible to 
ſeparate them, without ſpoiling the 
effect of the whole. 


— 


I ſhall bring with me a model of a 


mill 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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mill and works, which will give you a 
better inſight into the manufacturing of 
ſugar and rum, than I can poſſibly do 


by writing: They are the work of a 
negroe ſlave, and are made of the cedar | 


of this country. 


I remain, &c. &c. 


FINIS. 


